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1999 FEATURE SERIES—LOOKING AT OUR "ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINE" 
JAPAN 
A Faith and Doctrine 
for the 
Brethren in Christ World 
by Takanobu Tojo 
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST Church in Japan appreciates the Manual of Doctrine and Government for use in the greater Brethren in Christ world. In 
Japan we have the same faith as that explained 
in the Articles of Faith and Doctrine. God as 
creator came to this world and lived with us as 
the Savior. The Christian gospel came down in 
history, and the people of the earth heard it. 
This gospel came to have the most important 
meaning for our world. 
The uniqueness of the revealed Word of 
God shined as this (Japanese) culture encoun-
tered its brilliance. The worldwide Brethren 
in Christ Church has had loyalty to the good 
news of Christ, confessing (its) faith and doc-
trine to the contemporary world. The Brethren 
in C h r i s t C h u r c h in Japan wishes to say 
"Amen" to all the content of the Faith and 
Doctrine statement. 
Our hope is in "Revelation in Nature, His-
tory, and the Son," the "Word made flesh." We 
seek to respond to salvation with faith and 
obedience. We struggle against Japanese Shin-
toism, Buddhism, and Confucianism, which 
have been established in Japanese tradition. 
Japanese society has pursued material pros-
perity through modern scientific technology, 
but we cannot live by bread alone. We are now 
building up God's family in this gigantic mate-
rialistic society. We are thankful to be able to 
walk with other Brethren in Christ members 
all over the world. 
Dr. Tojo is an economics professor who has shared in 
the ministry of the Brethren in Christ church for the past 
three decades. His first visit to the American church was at 
the time of the first International Brethren in Christ Fel-
lowship in 1978. He writes, in broad strokes, of the univer-
sal truths we believe. 
WE ARE A PEOPLE OF HOPE. This issue features the eleventh and twelfth themes of the 1999 series: "Looking at 
our Articles of Faith and Doctrine." 
The Apostle Paul's last recorded words were words of encour-
agement to his brothers and sisters across the Roman world. The 
Evangelical Visitors last issue of the twentieth century contains 
words of encouragement from eight writers on five continents, 
some writing from within the "10-40 Window": 
Takanobu Tojo, from Japan: 
German Garcia, from Nicaragua: 
Fadzai Moyo, from London 
Moses Munsaka, f rom Zambia 
Doris Dube, from Zimbabwe 
Bijoy K. Roul, from India 
Jose Otamendi, from Venezuela 
Marion J. Heisey, from New Mexico 
A hundred years ago the Evangelical Visitor was 
reporting from the new frontiers of Brethren in Christ 
witness: southern Africa and America's cities. Today, a 
worldwide Brethren in Christ fellowship, as expressed 
by these eight writers, encourages us to face the future. 
In the words of Malachi 3:16-17: 
Then those who feared the Lord talked 
with each other, and the Lord listened and 
heard. A scroll of remembrance was writ-
ten in his presence concerning those who 
feared the Lord and honored his name. 
" T h e y will be mine , " says the Lord 
Almighty, "in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession. I will spare them, 
just as in compassion a man spares his 
son who serves him." 
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NICARAGUA 
The Christian and Personal Life 
(Manual of Doctrine and Government—Art. XX) 
by German Garcia 
TO M A I N T A I N a d e d i c a t e d , t r a n s p a r e n t , and loyal life to God is a duty that we should not try to escape. It represents a big 
challenge, taking into account that each 
believer c o n f r o n t s a d i f fe rent set of 
obstacles in his own environment, and 
is s u r r o u n d e d by p r a c t i c e s w h i c h 
diminish moral values. 
Faced with this situation, the Chris-
tian needs to mainta in loyalty to the 
Word of God that is a lamp at our feet 
and lights up our way (Psalm 119:105). 
This way we can reject all types of anti-
values such as hate, pride, lies, egotism, 
and envy. If these are given a place, they 
will destroy people and others will feel 
their effects. 
As Christians, we decide to practice 
kingdom values such as peace, esteem, 
solidarity, love, fai th, joy, tolerance, 
respect, humili ty and meekness. These 
values help to dignify us and remind 
us that we are images of God (Genesis 
1:27). It is thus necessary that we Chris-
t ians s t rengthen o u r tie to the Lord 
Jesus Christ and focus on the following: 
Dedicate a devotional time to God 
C h r i s t s p e n t t i m e (e i the r in t h e 
morning, af ternoon or night) to com-
municate with God and to strengthen 
h i m s e l f , a n d in an a d e q u a t e p lace 
(Mark 1:35 a n d M a t t h e w 14:23). A 
Christian, despite the many tasks that 
have to be done, needs to worship his 
creator for what he is and because his 
mercy is forever. After praying one feels 
new strength to accomplish the tasks at 
h a n d w i t h o u t w a v e r i n g b e f o r e the 
obstacles. 
Maintain our Christian conviction 
It is sad to r e m e m b e r people like 
Judas Iscariot and Ananias and Sapphi-
ra. In both cases, money and lies inter-
ested them more than their own con-
viction and calling. The Christian must 
daily maintain his vocation and criteria, 
no t only in favorable momen t s , bu t 
more so when surrounded by adversity, 
to ask God that his will be done and 
not our own. We could remember the 
words of Ignatius of Antioch, who said 
at the beginning of the first century: "I 
need strength to confront all tests, so 
that I am not only called a Christian, 
but that I act like one." 
Evaluate the fruits of our life 
It is important to dedicate some time 
to evaluating results and examining 
what we do and what we have done (1 
Cor in th ians 11:31). Next, one needs 
God's evaluation. David said: "Examine 
me, O God, and know my heart, and 
guide me by the eternal road" (Psalm 
139:23-24). 
The married life 
Since creation, God has given a pow-
erful and sublime place to marriage. 
This is seen clearly in that God placed 
the first couple in the Garden of Eden, 
which had the basic conditions and ele-
ments for their livelihood. 
God's purpose since then and up to 
th is day, is t ha t each coup le loves, 
respects, helps, supports, consoles, and 
shares with each o ther the different 
moments which pass in their lives. We 
mus t also men t ion the pleasure and 
children as a result of our love. 
Nevertheless, sometimes there are 
situations in and out of the Christian 
church which, after the m o m e n t s of 
romance and pretty things of the hon-
eymoon, there begins a stage in which 
love is not cared for. Instead, there are 
discussions and tensions which end in 
aggression and physical or psychologi-
cal violence. Of course these go against 
Christian principles because a spouse is 
n o t respec ted a n d this violates the 
image of God. Violence is not inherent 
in the h u m a n being—it is a learned 
attitude which should be rejected. 
Marriage is based on love, and when 
this exists both are happy and do what 
is good (Ephesians 5:28-29). Subse-
quently, marriage is not a cross that has 
to be carried. Rather, it is an oppor tu-
nity to live with another person and 
share physically and affectively in com-
plete peace, happiness, and optimism to 
achieve a stable family based on the 
Word of God. Marriage is a project of 
two people w h o p ropose to bui ld a 
happy home with God's help. 
We then insist on the urgency to 
remember and reaffirm the purpose of 
the union of the spouses, and at the 
same time maintain and cultivate love, 
giving space to prayer, communication, 
recreation, and gestures of affection and 
love, which s t rengthen the marr iage 
relationship. 
In all cases, it is necessary to remem-
ber that "what we are" we owe to God. 
At the same age during which Jesus was busy 
in ministry in Galilee, German and his wife Nora 
carry many responsibilities: presently, President 
of the National Junta of the church in Nicaragua; 
Coordinator for MCC's Commission for Peace 
and Justice; teacher at the Brethren in Christ Bible 
Institute; pastor. Parents of three, German and 
Nora try very hard to set aside Thursday as a fam-
ily day. 















Openness and concern 
for one another 
by Fadzai Moyo 
IN O N E O F T H E B R E T H R E N I N CHRIST Articles of Faith, we are encour-aged that, "as believers we should promote Christ ian communi ty and fellowship in 
openness and concern for one another . . . " In 
order for us to understand our role in helping 
each other to be faithful, we need to define the 
parameters regarding the term faithfulness in 
the context of this study. 
I would like to believe that faithfulness is a 
c o m m i t m e n t to a relationship with God or 
fellow h u m a n beings, seen in tha t loyalty, 
devotion, and service which is a reflection of 
God's own faithfulness. The Scripture points 
to the faithfulness of Jesus Christ as an exam-
ple for us believers to follow in order to help 
each other in our walk of faith. Paul encour-
ages Titus on the same when he says, "these, 
then, are the things you should teach, encour-
age and rebuke. . . " (Titus 2:15). 
There are e n o r m o u s directives f r o m the 
Scripture by which we can learn how to help 
each other be faithful. However, because of 
the limited space for this article, I will confine 
myself to the following concepts: 1. Being an 
example in faith; 2. Sharing that faith with 
others; 3. Helping others to grow in that faith-
fulness; 4. Release them to go and share their 
faith. 
Being an example in faith 
My conversion to Chris t h a p p e n e d in a 
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h u n d e r the m i n i s t r y of a 
Brethren in Christ visiting evangelist in April 
1967.1 eventually became a Brethren in Christ 
member through marriage. As a newcomer to 
the d e n o m i n a t i o n two words have always 
remained as examples of Brethren in Christ 
faithfulness to each other, as stated f rom the 
Articles of Faith, and lived by members: "that 
believers shall witness to their faith in Christ by 
Word and Deed." Fellow believers near me 
have helped me to realize that what I say needs 
to be backed by my deeds. I have learned that 
if my deeds contradict my words it is a disgrace 
and discouragement to other believers. And 
yet a gentle and quiet spirit will express com-
passion as seen in God's dealings with the frail 
and weak, which is also expected of believers in 
our dealings with others, encouraging them 
in faith. 
Sharing our faith/fullness 
As Brethren in Christ, we perceive ourselves 
as belonging to a larger family (the church) 
and surrounded by a society to which we are 
witnesses. Having received Christ the faithful, 
we need to be faithful witnesses. As the Bible 
spells it: "ye are a witness of these things." In 
other words where there is hur t we need to 
give love, where there is war we give peace, 
where there is conflict we should "seek recon-
ciliation," as outlined in Mat thew 18:15-22. 
Like Paul who encouraged Timothy, we need 
to adopt 2 Timothy 2:2. "These faithful sayings 
you have heard of me commit them to faithful 
men who will be able to tell others also." Not 
only the above, but that we as believers will 
regularly re-examine our lifestyles in the light 
of world poverty. New Testament principles 
such as these in 2 Corinthians 8:13-15 "though 
he was rich yet for your sakes he became poor, 
so that you through his poverty might become 
r ich. . . Our desire is not that others might be 
relieved while you are hard pressed, but that 
there might be equality." 
Help others to grow in faith 
In Africa a story is told of a non-Christ ian 
family w h o had a child who remained the 
same in physical size without growing for years 
and years. The concern about this child was 
shared amongst family members. It was later 
resolved that a diviner be consulted in order to 
establish the cause of the problem. The divin-
er revealed that the child was no t growing 
because of the food they gave him. They went 
h o m e and changed the diet to meet the need. 
6 Evangelical Visitor November/December 1999 
Yes, we do no t subscr ibe to d iv ina t ion , as 
Scripture forbids, however, there is a lesson to 
be learned f rom this. 
When we find that some of our brothers 
and sisters are not growing in grace as stated (2 
Peter 3:18),we have a du ty to encourage, to 
challenge, or even to rebuke them. What about 
those who have left our congregations out of 
anger? If we examine such moves we will find 
that, at times, we have failed to encourage and 
persuade others to see God's faithfulness. The 
non-Christ ian family becomes worried about 
a non-growing child; let us be worried about 
non-growing Christians. 
Release them to go and share their 
faith/gospel 
In o u r ear l ie r r e f l ec t i on we n o t e d the 
importance of promot ing Christian c o m m u -
nity. This is done as those who have received 
Christ begin to share the gospel. Elias and I 
could not spell the word gospel without pic-
turing the word—let us "go" and share it. Yes, 
the Brethren in Christ in Zimbabwe, like our 
Nor th American brothers and sisters, released 
us for that cause. The church did not only 
encourage us to be faithful in missions, but 
we have also had the opportunity to encourage 
others to share the good news. Not all will be 
on the mission field, but some need to encour-
age others through praying and giving for mis-
sions. There is a reward to those who are faith-
ful. Let us help each other to be faithful. 
This faithfulness makes the up-look good, 
the out- look bright, the in-look favourable, 
and the future glorious. We praise the Lord 
for the opportunity of encouraging each other. 
One ofLuke L. Keefer, Sr. 's students at Ekuphileni Bible 
Institute, Fadzai married Elias Moyo, and was assigned 
with him to a pastorate in Salisbury, soon to become 
Harare, Zimbabwe. Then they were released for ministry to 
London, England, where they have served with their fam-
ily of five children for more than a decade. In "Openness 
and Concern for One Another," Fadzai teaches us that 
faithfulness includes encouraging each other. 
ZAMBIA 
The Holy Spirit and 
the Church 
by Moses Munsaka 
SO M E YEARS AGO the Zambia Breth-ren in Christ Executive Board became consumed for a t ime with a discussion w h e t h e r we are still t h e Bre th ren in 
Christ or, were we turning into something else. 
Does what we stand for, what we believe, and 
what we are, matter any more? What makes us 
what we are? Wha t do we stand for? What do 
we believe about what? The exchange was fast-
paced and passionate, with m a n y members 
contributing. Finally, the issue came to a vote. 
It was decided that we remain the Brethren in 
Christ in what we believe, what we are, and 
what we stand for. 
Such issues should remind us that the times 
are gone when the general membership of our 
November/December 1999 
church, the Brethren in Christ, was taken for 
granted. The world is changing quickly before 
our eyes—technologically, politically, socially, 
scientifically, economically, and religiously. 
Today there is much literature, bo th religious 
and secular, evangelical and non-evangelical, 
circulating among our general membership 
worldwide. Hence m u c h pressure is being 
exerted upon the life and the faith of the Chris-
tian church of which the Brethren in Christ is 
a part. Therefore, the question "How do we 
help each other to be faithful?" becomes rele-
vant. 
In the January-February issue of the Evan-
gelical Visitor, in the second-to-last paragraph 
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Moses has been active in 
the ministry for eighteen years. 
As a young man, Moses par-
ticipated in the International 
Visitor Exchange Program 
(MCC), spending time in two 
Brethren in Christ congrega-
tions in the United States— 
Refton, Pennsylvania and 
Thomas, Oklahoma. Begin-
ning from his home at Sika-
longo, ministry has taken him 
from pastorates in the capital 
city of Lusaka, to his newest 
assignment as pastor of the 
Ndola congregation in the 
Copper belt. In "The Holy 
Spirit and the Church," Moses 
teaches us how we can enrich 
our Christian life and conduct. 
crucial ques t ion which shou ld a t t rac t the 
at tention of all the faithful: "Does what we 
believe about God matter in our everyday life?" 
If we remain faithful our answer will be like 
that of Esther, "Absolutely," because God and 
what we believe about h im is the center of our 
being, both as the church and as individual 
Christians. 
Eighteen years of preaching and traveling 
are long enough to expose anybody to the per-
tinent, yet very crucial, issues in the church. 
Bishop Gershom Chitemo of the Anglican 
church of Kenya once said, "In essential mat-
ters, there must be unity; in non-essential mat-
ters, there must be liberty; and in critical mat-
ters, there must be love." 
There must be unity in the sense that we do 
not disband and disintegrate into social clubs; 
there m u s t be liberty in the sense that we 
accommodate for the freedom of expression 
by all so that, at the end of it all, we are able to 
make tangible and firm decisions that will 
s t and the test of t ime; and there m u s t be 
love—the love of Christ, to bind us together as 
the church. 
In this article, we will look at section V, 
"The Holy Spirit and the Church" (Articles of 
Faith and Doctrine). 
Firstly, we will address ourselves to the Holy 
Spirit—the third person of the Godhead. In 
the Manual of Doctrine and Government, 
1968 edition, we read: 
"There is but one living and true God, infi-
nite, eternal , almighty, omnisc ient , o m n i -
present, righteous, loving and merciful. The 
Scriptures reveal that the Godhead is a Trinity 
of th ree e ternal , d iv ine persons : G o d the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
These three are one." 
The Holy Spirit, being one with the Father 
and the Son, is God. He is f rom everlasting to 
everlasting. He has actively been involved in 
creation, in intervention throughout h u m a n 
history, and operative in the plan of redemp-
tion with God the Father and God the Son. 
Now, the Holy Spirit both in the world and the 
church , comfor t s , convicts of sin, of r igh-
teousness, and of judgment, intercedes, guides, 
leads, and gives spiritual gifts to the church 
according to his purpose and will. 
Secondly, we will address the nature of the 
church. The Bible uses three ideas to describe 
what the church is, or ought to be. The church 
is described as a building to emphasize its 
s t ructure: Jesus Christ is the t rue and sure 
foundation; Jesus Christ is the true and sure 
c o r n e r s t o n e of the bui ld ing; and , we, the 
church, are the t rue and sure t emple—the 
dwelling in which God dwells by his Holy Spir-
it (1 Cor. 3:11; 6:19-20; Eph. 2:20-22). The 
church is also described as a family, to empha-
size its relationships—we are brothers and sis-
ters worldwide. Christ is our elder brother; we 
are family, the family of God (John 20:17). 
And again, the church is described as a body to 
emphas i ze its f u n c t i o n — h o w the c h u r c h 
works. Life flows in the body by the Spirit of 
Christ. If Christ is the sure foundat ion, the 
sure cornerstone, and the head of the church, 
then the Spirit, which is the breath of God, 
becomes the breath of the body Unless there is 
breath in the body, the body is dead. The vital-
izing breath of the body, the church, is the 
body of Christ. Like a body, the church grows, 
the church heals herself, and then reproduces. 
When the church is alive and dynamic, she 
will have spiritual children. 
The Spirit, even Christ himself, gives spiri-
tual gifts to the church for her welfare: to build 
her, to strengthen her, and to make her min-
istry and service effective. The spiritual gifts are 
not given for personal luxury and glory, but for 
the c o m m o n good, to build the church. The 
church as the body of Christ is to be alive, 
vibrant, dynamic, active, caring, loving, and 
fulfilling Christ's mission in the world. 
Since the church is composed of people 
redeemed by the blood of Jesus Chris t—the 
Son of God—it is important to note that this 
church is both human and divine. Therefore, it 
is no t perfect. In spite of all the flaws and 
imperfections, Christ loved the church and 
died for it. Another impor t an t thing to be 
noted is that "the power of the church is the 
people of the church; the decisions of the 
church will determine the future of a people, a 
na t ion and the church herse l f " ( c o m p a r e 
Daniel 1:8). Indeed, the words of Justin Mar-
tyr, the apologist, are true: "The blood of the 
Christian martyrs is the seed of the church." 
What we decide to be, to do, and to teach will 
determine our destiny and that of the world. 
On the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
was instrumental in founding the Christian 
chu rch . We can observe t ha t t h r o u g h o u t 
church history, the same Holy Spirit has guid-
ed the church, illuminated the minds of certain 
persons to shape up and to arrange the Chris-
tian theology into a sequential system. The 
Spirit has also given to certain ones vision for 
missions and courage to take the challenges 
of leadership and administration both at home 
and abroad. To others, the same Holy Spirit 
has given serenity to witness to Christ even 
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u n t o t h e i r d e a t h . T h e L o r d Jesus C h r i s t 
promised the presence of the Holy Spirit to be 
in the believers and with the church (John 
16:12-15). 
Therefore, the Holy Spirit, being God and 
not just an influence, cannot be manipulated 
by the church. Neither can he be influenced to 
operate in a certain way, nor can he be mis-
taken for the emotional appearances mani -
fested in some Christian churches today. He is 
God—holy, divine. He deserves our honour 
and worship. Then how do we help each other 
to be faithful? Like our ancestors the Anabap-
tists and the early Brethren, we ought to be 
"confirmed biblicists" to shape up our under-
standing of the Holy Spirit and the church, so 
to enrich our Christian life and conduct. 
God is Good! Let us rejoice in him! 
Sources 
Esther Spurrier, Evangelical Visitor, fan./Feb. 1999 
issue, p. 10. 
Bishop Gershon Chitemo, "Sermon Notes for the Evan-
gelism Seminar," January 13, 1989. 
Manual of Doctrine and Government (Nappanee, 
Ind., 1968). 
Bishop John Arthur Brubaker, "Sermon Notes for Zam-
bia General Conference" August 14, 1993. 
Carlton O. Wittlinger, Quest for Piety and Obedi-
ence (Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind., 1978), p. 6. 
ZIMBABWE 
A sacrifice of praise 
by Doris Dube 
IN 19911 WROTE A STORY about the year the devil came to stay at our house. It is the story of my family's pilgrimage through sickness and finally divine healing. Prior to 
that, my husband and I were spending a lot of 
t ime at the hospital or doctors ' rooms. We 
were runn ing accounts at two pharmacies so 
that if we were behind in paying our bill at 
one we would fall back on the other. At our 
house we had a shelf full of medicines. Both of 
us were working hard at our respective jobs 
while nursing our ever-sick children. 
My eldest son Bonganinkosi (Praise the 
Lord) was batt l ing with the correction of a 
congenital deformity. Andile's (There are many 
boys) s tomach problem had defied even the 
efforts of the best pediatricians in our city. The 
twins , Sanelisiwe ( O u r prayers have been 
answered) and Samkeliso (An extra gift) were 
making trips to the medical centre every other 
day to be nebulized because of constantly con-
gested as thmat ic chests. O n the day I have 
recorded as the day of healing, Kwanele (There 
are enough children), the baby of the family, 
was in the hospital with a bad cough and a 
congested chest which needed to be cleared 
every four hours . I can still r emember the 
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events of that day as if it were today. I was with 
Kwanele in one hospital. Andile was in anoth-
er. Back in our house it was also a sick house. 
Friends from an interdenominational group 
had set up a prayer chain to sustain us. One 
af ternoon a group of them walked into the 
hosp i t a l r o o m for a br ief visit . O n e said, 
"Doris, we know you are feeling sad, confused 
and worried about the illness in your family. 
We have not come to tell you how sorry we are. 
We have come to pray with you. We have come 
to praise God for allowing this to happen to 
your family. Stop holding onto these children. 
They are not yours. God gave you the privilege 
of bringing them into the world and taking 
care of them, but now you are clinging onto 
them. Love and let go. After all, God loves 
them more than you do." 
Lifting up hands as in offering, they then 
proceeded to sing: 
We bring our sacrifice of Praise 
Unto the heart of our Lord 
And we offer unto Him 
Our sacrifices of Thanksgiving. 
A b o u t a year af ter tha t we cleared o u r 
medicine shelves. There were many unused 
medicines. We had not realized before, but for 
We have 
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months we had not needed any medical care 
for any of the children. Over the years we have 
observed people we know drif t ing f r o m one 
denomination to another in search of healing. It 
is as if God heals only in certain denominations, 
but we have experienced healing right where we 
are, because James 5:16 says, " . . . and pray for 
one another, that ye may be healed." 
The story of my children's healing is one of 
my most favorite testimonies. Perhaps I boasted 
too m u c h about the reality of a healing God. In 
1997 I got the testing of my life. I developed a 
rare condition called Meniere's Syndrome. For 
over a year I battled with dizzy spells and con-
sumed the most expensive drugs. I could not go 
shopp ing because I couldn ' t negotiate road 
cross ing o n m y own. Even walking on flat 
g round was traumatic because it was like the 
ground had undulations. Every mon th I trav-
eled a distance of 450 km to another town to 
consult with a neurosurgeon. The most depress-
ing aspect of this sickness was that even people 
in the medical field were not telling me much 
about my condition. Some confessed that they 
had only read about it at medical school but 
had never really seen it firsthand. How scary for 
me. I thought I was dying. A prayer request 
went out to the local Brethren in Christ church 
through the Bishop's Office. Friends, family and 
people I did not know prayed for me. Some 
belonged to other denominations. Some even 
fasted. 
By mid-1997, when I was learning to live 
with my condition, we got into the final battle. 
My husband, Jethro, had always had problems 
with poor digestion and related ailments. In 
mid June, while on a business trip to Harare 
(450 km away), he fell sick and was hospitalized 
with the intent ion of per forming immediate 
surgery to cut and straighten out twisted bowels. 
With a lot of help f rom family, he was flown 
h o m e and straight to the opera t ion table at 
Mater-Dei, a hospital in our city. Arrangements 
had been made with a local surgeon. What is 
normally a straightforward procedure was, in 
fact, complicated. 
My husband was a very sick man. For five 
weeks he was throwing up and could not keep 
anything down his tummy. Within a few weeks 
his body had wasted away. It looked like the end 
of him. At the end of each day when I left the 
hospital, I did not know if I'd find h im alive the 
next day. I could read the pity in the faces of 
those who came to visit. I noted the evasiveness 
of the health personnel when they avoided giv-
ing answers to specific questions concerning his 
condition. 
Though the prayer machinery was again at 
work in the church and a m o n g family and 
friends, my faith was surely tested. The power in 
praise which had always been my anchor did 
not yield the expected peace and assurance. I 
could write volumes about the encouragement 
given to our family by the many prayer war-
riors who came to encourage us. 
Psalm 121 "... where does my help 
come from? My help comes from the 
Lord... He will not let your foot 
slip—he who watches over you will 
not slumber... He will watch over 
your life..." 
Psalm 91 ".. .for he will command 
his angels concerning you... They will 
lift you up in their hands, so that you 
will not strike your foot against a 
stone." 
A fr iend has said a prayer is the key that 
prompts God to act. God heard the prayers of 
his people and graciously answered us. After six 
weeks of hospitalization, he brought healing. In 
January 1998 at our village amid the hills of 
Matopo, Jethro and I had a service of thanks-
giving for the gift of life which we enjoy as a 
family Rev. Doubt Ndlovu, now missionary to 
Botswana, officiated. 
We believe in a God who heals both the body 
and the mind. When sickness strikes, we have 
learnt not to keep a vigil at the bedside of the 
sick. Instead, we talk to the One who made the 
body. My husband and I continue to work at 
our relationship with God and he is teaching us 
new truths. We have been blessed with much . 
We have grown in our love and appreciation 
for God. In our respective jobs we enjoy facing 
the challenges of his call. When difficult deci-
sions have to be made, when Jethro's call to duty 
threatens to take h im away f rom his biological 
family, and when I have projects which require 
more than 24 hours a day to be completed, we 
offer a sacrifice of praise, because we know that, 
over all, he is in control and we are the tools of 
his hands. 
One of Doris's friends, when she was assigned to the 
Matopo Mission, was Mrs. Nellie Mlotshwa, then editor of 
Good Words. Invited by her friend to become associate 
editor, she accepted, and has been writing ever since. Doris 
was recognized as a writer by former Visitor editor, John E. 
Zercher, who recognized and nurtured the ministry of the 
written word. In "A Sacrifice of Praise," Doris tells how 
prayer and counsel from fellow believers sustained her and her 
husband, Jethro, through long sieges of sickness in their 
family. 




.. .to each other 
... in the ministry 
by Bijoy K. Roul 
PR O M I N E N T LEADERS of the Uni ted States of America have said that one of the biggest and most crucial problems in Amer-
ica is b roken homes . This is t rue of 
every nation. Satan is trying to destroy 
families because God's basic picture of 
creation is the " h u m a n being," or fam-
ily. The family is designed by God for 
the growth of h u m a n beings. So m e m -
bers of the family have to help each 
other to be faithful to God, faithful to 
each other, and faithful in the ministry. 
Faithful to God 
The first basic principle of family is 
to be faithful to God because the Lord is 
the creator of each one of us. But, how 
can a family acknowledge that God is 
the head of the family? If the family has 
not given priority to the Lord, there is 
no peace in that family. The family is 
broken and the children do not respect 
the parents, nor the living God. It is 
because the fa ther and m o t h e r have 
placed material things or worldly plea-
sures first in their lives. They are satis-
fied with the things of the world which 
are temporary. 
Family worship is not optional, but 
very essential. Worship is not a luxu-
r y — i t g e n e r a t e s s p i r i t u a l life a n d 
strength. The family altar is the chief 
means to draw family members nearer 
to the Lord, by studying the Word of 
God and praying together. 
H o m e training in the knowledge of 
God is more essential for Christian nur-
ture of the family than anything else. 
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Children are led towards materialism, 
crimes and other evil things when par-
ents neglect their responsibility to hon-
our God. As a result, family life is weak-
ened. The family is an inviting ground 
for moral decay and crime. The greatest 
thing we can do for ourselves and for 
our country will be to keep our families 
toge ther in peace a n d ha rmony . By 
practicing daily family prayer we can 
establish good Christian homes—fam-
ilies that pray together, stay together. 
The power of the daily family altar will 
tie it together in love and holiness. (We 
teach our evangelists that their person-
al and family life is more impor tan t 
than the ministry.) 
Faithful to each other 
When parents love God, they love 
each other and they love their children. 
Loved children naturally respond with 
love for parents, and for each other. A 
husband's spiritual ministry to his wife 
is "that unity that exists between man 
and wife." This unity of life is revealed 
by God (Genesis 2:2), thus husband 
and wife are "one flesh." Ephesians 5:28 
says "he that loveth his wife loveth him-
self." 
The word husband means house-
band . Thus , the h u s b a n d is the one 
who binds the home together, so there 
is a binding relationship. The husband 
helps his wife and the wife helps her 
husband both physically and spiritual-
ly. The Christian wife is a booster to 
her h u s b a n d . Speaking of his wife, 
Luther said, "The greatest gift of God is 
a pious, amiable spouse, who fears God, 
loves his house, with w h o m one can 
live in perfect confidence." A good wife 
knows how to give adequate advice to 
her husband and her children. Parents 
are the best counselors to their children, 
and one of the greatest powers in coun-
seling each other is love. Through love 
husband and wife can rectify each other 
and their chi ldren. Praying for one 
ano the r will help us to forgive each 
other in love. (We advise our evangelists 
to pray together as a family. We encour-
age every believer to conduct family 
prayer every day in their homes.) 
Faithful in the ministry 
The husband-wife team is very effec-
tive in the ministry. I thank God for my 
wife who stands with me in serving the 
Lord. We pray, like Joshua, "As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord" 
(Joshua 24:15). Christ's ministry and 
teachings were related to families. His 
first miracle was at a marriage. He per-
formed the most significant miracle by 
raising Lazarus f rom the dead, because 
of his love for a family (John 11:5). 
Parents ' first great responsibi l i ty 
towards their h o m e is ministering to 
each other and to their children. Then 
they have a great responsibility towards 
their neighbours and society. We hear 
of so much disturbance happening in 
families. Many homes are broken. Chil-
dren do not obey their parents. Hus-
bands and wives do not have intimate 
relationship with each other. So we find 
m a n y divorce cases every day. It is 
because a family has never learnt to 
honour the living God. 
There is no perfect family. We need 
each other to build the family and to 
live for his glory. 
Bijoy became acquainted with the Brethren in 
Christ church through his teacher, William R. 
Hoke, at Allahabad Seminary in north India. He 
and his wife, Manjula, have given leadership to the 
young church in Orissa, and have been the Gospel 
Tide Hour's representatives in India for a number 
of years. The Roul family gives leadership and 
guidance to a fellowship of believers facing perse-
cution. Bijoy exhorts us to be faithful to God, to 
each other, and in the ministry. 
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to others in 
our spiritual 
commitment 
SCRIPTURE says, "It is be t te r to take refuge in the Lord than to put confidence in mortals" (Psalm 118:8, NSV). How-ever, as we walk together in Christian fel-
lowship, we need to show ourselves account-
able to others in our spiritual commitment . 
How, then, not "to put confidence in mor -
tals"? Of course, we understand the pr imary 
meaning of that expression in Psalm 118, but 
does it point to a negative sense of our human 
accountability, or not? If this is the case, how 
can we help each other to be accountable in the 
context of the church? Perhaps a better way to 
elucidate this is to rephrase our question: How 
to put confidence in ourselves so that we can 
be truly accountable? 
The first step to bui ld s o u n d Chr is t ian 
accountability is to be strict with ourselves. 
The Lord Jesus said: " . . .what comes out of the 
m o u t h proceeds f rom the heart, and this is 
what defiles. For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 
false witness, slander" (Matthew 15:18-19). 
Do we accept, consider, nur ture and propose 
to accomplish our evil thoughts? If we stop 
our corrupt thoughts, if we defeat the evil in 
ourselves by keeping holy our thoughts, that is, 
devoted to God and in loving fellowship with 
others, we are at peace in being accountable to 
others, even to God. 
A second step is to communicate with God. 
In communicat ing with God through prayer 
we confess our sins and open our hearts to his 
grace. This blessing in our inner life becomes 
a source of spiritual wisdom and strength as 
the Holy Spirit works in us to harmonize our 
h u m a n personality with a Christ-like charac-
ter. In this way being answerable to God helps 
edify our spirituality. 
Up to this point the process is personal and 
whatever are the results, these remain private 
to us. In order to let other believers help us, 
and also to assist t hem in this process, we 
require (third) to communicate confidentially 
with some of them about our intimate diffi-
culties. This will give place to mutual confes-
sion and intercession, helping to create in our 
church a sense of belonging as well as a per-
ception of shared accountability. Thus we read 
in James 5:16: "Therefore confess your sins to 
one another, and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of the righ-
teous is powerful and effective." 
Fourth, we are to accept, and never disdain, 
being asked about our actions and motives in 
the context of the church. Philippians 2:3-4 
summarizes it in this way: "Do nothing f r o m 
selfishness or conceit, but in humility count 
others better than yourselves. Let each of you 
look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others." 
This ideal context is supposed to be one of 
loving and Holy Christian communion; but 
even in a real-life environment, where con-
flict, different characters and dispositions can 
as well show, we are still to receive with an 
open and humble mind other people's ques-
tions regarding our actions and words. Other-
wise c o m m u n i o n will break apart , and the 
church will suffer strain and loss. This authen-
tic attitude of meekness is, however, a real test 
to our human, fragile feeling of self-respect. In 
adopting this disposition we become vulnera-
ble, we can easily be spiritually and morally 
abused. If that is the case, may the words of 1 
John 4:18 be of comfort to us: "There is no fear 
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears 
has not reached perfection in love." 
And may the Lord bless us all. 
Through its early bookstore ministry, the Brethren in 
Christ mission in Caracas came in contact with a high 
school literature teacher in a time of crisis. Jose and Victo-
ria Otamendi became one of the early leadership couples in 
the church there. A man for whom intellectual integrity is 
paramount, Jose studied for two years at Ashland Theo-
logical Seminary. Since returning to Venezuela, Jose now 
teaches at a seminary there. In "To Put Confidence in Mor-
tals," Jose leads us in the steps to Christian accountability 
that include our brothers and sisters. 
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L^ 3 ) 1999 FEATURE SERIES—LOOKING AT OUR "ARTICLES OF FAITH AND DOCTRINE' 
flo How do we 
face 
by Marion J. Heisey the future? 
WHEN I WAS A BOY of about seven years of age, I recall coming home from school one day and finding that bo th my m o t h e r and father were 
gone. One or the other of my parents was sup-
posed to be there according to plans given at 
the beginning of the day. The feeling I recall 
was that of thinking the Lord had returned 
the second time and I had missed it. The fear 
and dread were overwhelming, and to this day 
I can still remember the feeling. This is typical 
of the feelings wi th which h u m a n k i n d is 
endowed when we are faced with catastroph-
ic and unexpected adversity. 
Obviously, I had been conditioned by my 
parents to believe that the second coming of 
the Lord was real, that it could happen any 
time, and that we needed to be ready for it 
whenever it did occur. I still believe this, and it 
is tied to the doctrine of the Brethren in Christ 
eschatology. 
There are two aspects to the future that I 
would like to discuss. One, the future events 
that we will experience while in the flesh and 
blood, and two, the events of the future that 
will occur after we leave this life. Both of these 
areas intrigue the human mind. 
The first area was well-addressed in the 
July/August issue of the Visitor by David Hall, 
although the article was not one of this series. 
I believe the Y2K scare is a prime example of 
one of the reasons God does not allow us to 
know the future. We panic, we scare, we get 
anxious, when potentially calamitous events 
are on the horizon, and to have these feelings 
is contradictory to the teaching of God's Word. 
Philippians 4:6 says, "Do not be anxious about 
anything, bu t in everything, by prayer and 
pe t i t ion , wi th thanksgiving, present your 
request to God. And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus." Many times 
we quote only part of this verse and disregard 
". . .And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus. "This peace is the key to 
keeping us f rom dwelling on the scare and 
panic associated with calamitious events. 
There are very few things in the future that 
we can know with certainty, other than what 
God has ordained, such as the orderliness of 
the sun, the moon, the stars, the planets and all 
the heavenly bodies. The earth rotating, the 
sun and moon "rising," the seasons of the year, 
the calendar—all these things have made it 
possible for us to plan, make appointments, 
meet deadlines etc., and it gives us a certain 
degree of security to keep a schedule. But there 
is a host of things which can disrupt our "best-
laid plans." Everything from the unpredictable 
weather to a breakdown in technology can 
severely cramp our style, throw things in dis-
array, or cause us to panic. 
Within our human mind, we learn to make 
adjustments and allowances for variables over 
which we have no control. The farmer plants 
and cultivates, hoping for rain and adequate 
temperatures so his crops will produce, but he 
knows there are factors over which he has no 
control. There could be a devastating drought, 
or excessive flooding, and if any of these things 
occur, he adjusts his life accordingly. This is an 
example of the kinds of things which fall into 
the first area of the future. But even in this cat-
egory, Jesus said, "Therefore, do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its 
own" (Matt. 6:31). This does not mean to be 
irresponsible, it means to be discerning and 
properly order our priorities. 
There is another category of the "flesh and 












or cause us 
to panic. 
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h u m a n mind. If sudden and unexpect-
ed death comes to a loved one, it can 
put things in a tailspin that rocks us to 
the very core. Or if a family member is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, that 
turns our perspective and changes our 
lives around tremendously. Other catas-
trophes fall into this category as well. 
The loss of a job, investment reversals, a 
tragic accident and a subsequent dis-
abil i ty; n o n e of these th ings d o we 
count on, and the stress may tax us to 
the limit. We share in c o m m o n with 
the unbeliever the consequences of such 
unexpec ted events. For the believer, 
however, there is an outs ide source, 
which becomes an inner strength; the 
knowledge, hope, and faith that God 
does all things well in the life of the 
be l i ever . O u r h o p e is " n o t of t h i s 
w o r l d . . . " a n d " . . . w e k n o w tha t all 
things work together for the good of 
those w h o love h im, w h o have been 
called according to his purpose" (Rom. 
8:28). 
BU T THE SECOND AREA of the future is the one I want to dwell o n now. W h a t d o we believe about life after death? What have 
the Brethren in Christ built into their 
doctrines of the future? If we read the 
Scriptures about the future, about the 
second coming of Christ, about the new 
heaven a n d a n e w ea r th , a b o u t the 
devil, about hell, about the judgment to 
come, we become aware that everything 
we are and believe really depends upon 
our acceptance of the Word of God as 
being literal. If everything we read is 
only symbolic, it becomes confusing, 
for we don' t know how to interpet the 
symbolism. 
One of the distinctives of the Breth-
ren in Chr i s t is t h e l i te ra l i sm wi th 
which we accept the Scripture. I used to 
argue with my mothe r as to whether 
we would walk on streets of gold when 
we arr ived in heaven. She declared, 
" there is n o ques t ion , the streets in 
heaven ( the new Jerusalem) will be 
streets of gold, because that is what the 
Bible says," " . . . t he great street of the 
city was of pure gold, like transparent 
glass" (Rev. 21:21). I said, "maybe that 
is the only material we can relate to 
which is so precious, and maybe the 
streets will be paved with something far 
better, more precious, and much more 
valuable than earthly gold." This kind of 
dif ference in in te rpre ta t ion is no t a 
problem, for we both believe in the lit-
eralism of "a new heaven, a new earth, 
.. .and the new Jerusalem." 
The way we develop our eschatology 
is not so much the issue of how literal-
ly we take the Scriptures, bu t do we 
believe the essence of what it teaches? 
This includes life after death (not what 
fo rm it will be), an awareness of being 
in the presence of God (not non-being 
like the existentialist believes), Jesus 
Christ as the Lamb and the eternal Son 
of God (not just that he was a good 
teacher), the eventual demise of Satan, 
the creation of a new heaven and a new 
earth, living eternally with the saints 
and wi th God . You see, all of these 
beliefs are built on hope, faith, trust, 
and belief. The song we sing, "My Hope 
is Built," sums it up for us, especially 
the first and last verses: 
My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
When He shall come with trumpet 
sound, 
O may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
(Chorus) 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 
Chris t is o u r h o p e of glory (Col. 
1:27), we rest on the hope of eternal life 
(Titus 1:2), we have this hope as an 
anchor (Hebrews 6:19), and faith is 
b e i n g s u r e of w h a t we h o p e f o r 
(Hebrews 11:1). First John 3:3 adds 
another dimension to our hope, for we 
read, "Dear friends, now we are chil-
dren of God, and what we will be has 
n o t yet been m a d e k n o w n . But we 
know that when he appears, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
Everyone w h o has this h o p e in h im 
purifies himself, just as he is pure." 
When I was senior pastor at Messiah 
Village, we w i tne s sed the d e a t h of 
approximately three people every week. 
It was a blessed experience to go into 
the rooms of those who were about to 
pass on, and who were believers, and to 
k n o w t h e y had t h e e x p e c t a t i o n of 
something far better than what they 
had ever known here on earth. It was a 
blessed experience to sit with family 
members who shed tears of sorrow at 
the passing of their loved ones, but who 
also shed tears of joy for the new life 
their loved ones would have now being 
with the Lord. There is a marked dif-
ference between the believer who has 
come to terms with the future—death, 
and all it entails—and the unbeliever 
who lives only for the essence of time, 
the here and now. 
When I was a professor teaching at 
the University of New Mexico, I had an 
unbelieving colleague who said, "Mar-
ion, I think you are the kind of person 
I would want to be by my bedside when 
I 'm on my deathbed." His hope, faith 
and trust were not in the God of the 
future, but in a god of the present, or 
t h e h u m a n i s t i c p h i l o s o p h y w h i c h 
teaches that he was master of his own 
destiny. A n d yet, there was e n o u g h 
doubt in his mind that he wanted to 
have the insurance that someone who 
really did believe in the afterlife would 
be nearby when his time came. 
How do we face the future? Wi th 
confidence, poise, optimism, assurance, 
certainty, composure , pu rpose , and 
resolve. We can't do this in our own 
strength, but with the knowledge that 
Christ is our strength, and eternal life is 
our hope. "Now we know that if the 
earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we 
have a building f rom God, an eternal 
house in heaven, not built by h u m a n 
hands . . . " (2 Cor. 5:1). 
The youngest child of Henry and Fern 
(Hoover) Heisey, Marion grew up in the environ-
ment of his parents' home missions assignments in 
Michigan and Ohio. Marion's first service assign-
ment was at the Navajo Mission where he met 
and married Rachel Eshleman. In addition to his 
professional career (professor at the University of 
New Mexico), he has served in many churchwide 
ministerial and administrative assignments. To 
conclude this series on Brethren in Christ faith 
and doctrine, Marion addresses the question: 
"How Do We Face the Future?" 
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by Ken R. Abell 
holiness 
IN AN ENCOUNTER with Moses, God laid out this command: "Be holy, because I am holy." I suspect that Moses did a slow-motion swal-low that tasted dry and coppery as it solidified at the back of his throat. 
We can almost hear Moses echo God: Be 
holy, because I am holy? How is that possi-
ble? Those questions ought to resonate with 
us because we react in much the same way 
when we hear and respond to the magnifi-
cent grace and holiness of God, realizing 
with fear and awe that we are called to be 
holy because he is holy. How is that possi-
ble? As the full weight of God's expecta-
tions settle into us, we rationalize our 
entirely normal imperfections and make 
excuses for our humanity as we slice, dice 
and parse chapters and verses until we can 
cast a shadow of holiness that resides with-
in the realm of our wisdom and knowl-
edge. 
However, God transcends our wisdom 
and knowledge, beckoning us to cultivate a 
tight connection to him that is supernatu-
ral and yes, holy. But with a new millenni-
um clock ticking, we protest and complain 
that holy is an Old Testament word and 
holiness is an archaic concept. Despite our 
fast-paced objections to the contrary, God's 
decree and r equ i r emen t remains 
unchanged; despite the disintegrating 
morality that engulfs us, God's people are 
still called to be holy; despite our misguid-
ed legalism of the past with its legacy of 
wounds and guilt, we must live and com-
municate holiness in the twenty-first cen-
tury. 
If we are serious about holiness, then it 
is fundamentally necessary for us to devel-
op a fluid way of thinking that allows it to 
be efficiently poured into new and different 
wineskins because it must be accessible to a 
post-Christian culture. Otherwise it is all 
superficial balderdash reserved only for reli-
gious insiders. If that is the case, then our 
faith has no integrity at all. We can no 
longer use antiquated language that makes 
no effort to communicate biblical truth to 
a diverse and pluralistic society. It is self-
evident that in some circles the language 
of the "holiness movement" is a sacred cow 
that needs to be sacrificed on the altar of 
obedience to the Great Commission. It is 
extremely problematic to make disciples 
speaking an exclusive language that is obso-
lete and outmoded. We cannot allow our 
religious terms and phrases to be a stum-
bling block or a pile of cultural rubbish sur-
rounding the cross of Calvary. To continue 
to do so is to make a mockery of God's 
words to Moses and to us: "Be holy, 
because I am holy." 
If we were to exercise some gut-check 
honesty, we would conclude and admit that 
holiness is a complete mystery to us. When 
we take away its pious glamour and strip it 
down to a word rooted in the full spectrum 
of human emotion, then the mystery of 
Despite the 
disintegrating morality 
that engulfs us, God's 
people are still called to 
he holy. Despite our 
misguided legalism of 
the past with its legacy 
of wounds and guilt, 
we must live and 
communicate holiness 
in the twenty-first 
century. 
holiness whispers at the outside edge of rea-
son, challenging us to dip deeper into the 
well of discipline. Linguistic endeavors and 
mental gymnastics aside, the fact of God 
working with us and within us to shape a 
practical spiritual vitality is a labyrinthine 
mine shaft with rich veins of truth requiring 
our continual efforts. Biblical holiness out-
shines our hopes and fears as it keeps us in 
a constant state of growth and renewal, but 
its dynamics are an absolute perplexity to 
us. We teach it, preach it and attempt to live 
it, but when it comes to understanding, our 
comprehension of holiness is foggy and 
nebulous at best. 
IF THAT SOUNDS LIKE A COP-OUT or some soft-shoe dancing around a vital but difficult doctrine, then go ahead, explain holiness. Or better yet, 
survey ten different people from diverse 
age brackets, backgrounds and experiences. 
Ask each one of them to explain holiness. 
My point is twofold: First, we make a 
grievous error when we assume there is a 
common meaning to a word that is shaded 
with rich hues of color and perspective. 
Holiness makes some people think about 
"shouting" and an experiential moment in 
time that settled spiritual matters for them 
once and for all. For others the word holi-
ness causes them to shiver with bad mem-
ories of destructive bondage, because it pre-
scribed a rigid pattern of dress and behav-
ior that was strictly enforced. Others see it 
as a high-energy sensation that must be 
repeated again and again, and still others 
recognize the super and the natural aspects 
of walking with God, where the process of 
grace and growth has a perpetual motion to 
it. 
Second, our error magnifies itself when 
we reflect the impression that for us there 
are no questions, no doubts, no wrestling 
or struggles with this primal command 
from God, "Be holy, because I am holy." 
When we eliminate the mystery of holiness 
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because we claim to have fixed and firm 
answers to all the intimate and intricate 
questions, we engage in an idolatry of pride 
and a r rogance that d iminishes the 
sovereignty of God and denies the unique-
ness of individual personality. 
It seems that we historically mistake 
strong sentiments and dogma for holiness. 
Too often our personal convictions and 
consciences supersede Scripture. We take 
pleasure in the comfortable routine of tra-
dition and come to believe that what we 
have been is what we always must be, so we 
draw a line in the sand and hunker down to 
protect our turf. We come to enjoy the 
"faithful remnant" mindset or glory in 
being lone voices "crying in the wilderness," 
but in doing so we disregard the progressive 
and unfolding nature of God's revelation to 
us. There is nothing inherently wrong with 
advancing strong opinions or standing 
alone on any given issue, but as Bob Dylan 
put it, we humans are infected with the 
"disease of conceit" which blinds us to the 
folly of our ego. The "disease of conceit" is 
our sin nature and it instills in us an infinite 
capacity to transform nonessentials into 
essentials, then we weave those nonessen-
tials into our message. More often than not 
those nonessentials are rooted in memory, 
interpretational bias or cultural preference 
rather than Scripture. If our personal con-
victions or consciences separate us from 
the body of Christ, or splinters the body of 
Christ as we hold fast to our position, how 
can that be holiness? After all, love must be 
the epitome of holiness and the Apostle 
Paul exhorts us to "make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the 
bond of peace." 
Or worse, if our attitudes, lifestyle or 
expression of holiness repels people from 
the gospel, then we cannot be experiencing 
biblical holiness. Jesus of Nazareth mod-
eled holiness in the first century, so if we 
desire to be genuine in our relationship 
with God and in our relationship with the 
world around us, we ought to re-examine 
Christ's life to relearn timeless truths. Christ 
embodied holiness, yet the ne'er-do-wells, 
social outcasts and sinners flocked to him 
wi thou t fear of re ject ion because he 
embraced them all with open arms. Those 
not good enough or religiously correct 
enough to be warmly welcomed at the syn-
agogues found faith, hope and love in 
Christ. His holiness did not separate him 
from them, but rather, Christ boldly and 
unashamedly invaded the seamy underbel-
ly of their world with a peace and serenity 
that was magnetic in its appeal. He sat with 
them, partied with them and related to 
them as individuals made in the image of 
God. His lifestyle message had an inclusive 
quality to it that invited and encouraged 
everyone to participate in sincere commu-
nity and experience heartfelt relationships. 
The holiness Christ displayed did not 
carry judgment for those seeking the king-
dom. Nor did it denounce those on the 
outside looking in who were asking ques-
tions and testing and trying to fathom the 
riddles of their spiritual dimension. Nei-
ther did it have rules, customs or harsh big-
stick enforcement that turned people into 
sanctified sourpusses. But in an incarna-
tion of the inexplicable dichotomy of God, 
Christ's holiness did carry judgment for 
those elite guardians of religious purity who 
"shut the kingdom of heaven in men's 
faces." This gentle outsider from Nazareth 
confronted those religious insiders who 
were determined to strain out gnats and 
debate the finer points of theology, while 
missing the essence of justice, mercy and 
faithfulness. Jesus did not use any weak-
kneed or politically correct terminology 
when he took the scribes and Pharisees to 
task because they had their religion all fig-
ured out and wrapped up in a package with 
ribbons of regulations tying it all together. 
That fact should be a red-flag warning for 
us to subdue the conceited control-freak, 
who in one degree or another occupies a 
dark corner in each of our hearts. Christ's 
blanket condemnation of religiosity should 
challenge us to persistently strengthen the 
tight connection of our personal and cor-
porate relationship with God. 
SO, WHAT DOES Y2K HOLINESS look like? Actually, when we get right down to it, twenty-first century holi-ness has exactly the same character-
istics as the first century holiness celebrated 
by Christ. His life had the stamp of authen-
ticity. There was no gap between what he 
believed and his attitudes, actions or words. 
How far short of that standard do we fall? 
Holiness equals spiritual authenticity, and it 
must speak to us of our desperate need to 
be endlessly at work narrowing the distance 
between what we say we believe and how 
we live. Authenticity is all about honesty; 
honesty with each other, honesty with our-
selves and honesty with God. Honesty is 
something we affirm aloud, but in our 
silent moments alone with God we often 
cringe away from it and slip into denial 
mode. 
As the bright shining light of God's holi-
ness probes the darkest recesses of our 
hearts to expose our hidden motivations 
and concealed secrets, we always have a 
choice. We can choose to change and grow, 
or we can stiffen our resistance to the pro-
cess of grace and growth, which results in 
regression, bitterness and ultimately a with-
ering spiritual death. By all outward 
appearances we can be living and breathing, 
but in reality be cold and dead on the 
inside. Jesus referred to those who prac-
ticed this religious hypocrisy as "white-
washed tombs, which look beautiful on the 
outside but on the inside are full of dead 
men's bones and everything unclean." The 
symbiotic alliance between grace and 
growth can empower us to clean out the 
musty closets and crawl spaces of our lives, 
or we can choose to slam those doors shut 
and effectively exchange spiritual authen-
ticity for a phony dualism layered with 
overlapping contradictions. 
I am persuaded that God could have put 
it this way to Moses: "Be real, because I am 
real." Be real, be honest, be genuine, be 
authentic. Be holy. No veneer of religion; 
no mask of propriety; no pretentious sanc-
timony; no straitjacketed emotions; no fic-
tionalization of the human experience; no 
sugarcoating sin in a glaze of respectability; 
no convoluted adherence to "hollow and 
deceptive philosophy, which depends on 
human tradition and the basic principles 
of this world rather than Christ." Being real 
does not happen in a heartbeat or in soli-
tary confinement. It is hammered and 
forged and perfected over the course of a 
lifetime in Christ within the grace-induced 
ebb and flow of community. It is an inten-
tional synergy between God and us as indi-
viduals, and also as God's people at this 
point in history. In spite of the panoramic 
diversity of our failures and our complete 
inability to be consistent in words and 
deeds, we must covenant together to be real 
in our holiness. 
It may be complicated to explain, 
impossible to adequately comprehend and 
difficult to live with a satisfactory whole-
ness, but it continues to be a Divine imper-
ative: "Be holy, because I am holy." Given 
that inarguable reality, we must be vigilant 
as we labor together to fashion a twenty-
first century holiness that clearly reflects 
the compelling love and mercy of God as 
demons t r a t ed by a carpenter f r o m 
Nazareth. Is it any wonder that a tentmak-
er from Tarsus approached this seminal 
task with fear and trembling. Can we do 
any less? 
Ken Abell pastors the Morrison (III.) Breth-
ren in Christ Church. 
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New church leaders (top) and 
Daniel Cabrera (above) during 
a recent conference in Cuba. 
fl FTER YEARS of closed religious services and close surveillance by neighbors, the Cuban evangeli-cal church has experienced five years of revival. (Did someone 
m e n t i o n a prot racted meeting?) The 
year 1999 will be remembered as the 
year when the evangelical communi ty 
celebrated for a period of two months 
(May and June), holding large meet-
ings indoors and outdoors across the 
entire island. At a recent plenary ses-
sion with evangelical leaders, Fidel Cas-
tro asked permission f r o m them to be 
able to bring the opening address! God 
is not willing that any should perish! 
As an active m e m b e r of the Cuban 
evangel ical c o m m u n i t y , t he C u b a n 
Brethren in Christ Church, as well as 
Cuba 
The revival fires still burn 
several other Anabaptist groups work-
ing under the administrative cover of 
the Brethren in Christ Church, is also 
experiencing renewal and rapid growth. 
In 1993 the active membership of the 
Brethren in Christ conference was 35. 
By December 31, 1998, the member -
ship had grown to 253 with an increase 
of 83 members dur ing 1998! Average 
attendance is 651. There were two con-
gregations and three casa cultos (house 
churches) in 1993, today there are seven 
congregations, 12 casa cultos, and 12 
cell groups that meet regularly for ser-
vice. In 1993 there were three pastors, 
today there are four ordained, three 
licensed, and 24 lay pastors attending to 
the 31 groups. Of the 83 members who 
joined the church this past year, 77 were 
new converts and were baptized before 
being taken into membership. 
The Cuban General Conference this 
year was very exciting! The 300-plus 
Brethren in Chris t people and their 
guests that attended the business and 
evangelistic sessions generated some of 
by LeRoy Eberly 
the exci tement . Even m o r e exciting 
were the testimonies of how God has 
miraculously restored the spiritual and 
physical health of so many!! For those 
of us who were invited to minister to 
them, it was such a joy to be able to 
look into these faces that radiated vic-
tory, joy, and peace, and share once 
again f rom God's Word, watching them 
take hold, by faith, of the promises that 
are ours. 
LeRoy Eberly has been involved in the Cuban 
Brethren in Christ Church as a consultant and as 
liaison between the Cuban church and Brethren in 
Christ World Missions for many years. LeRoy's 
command of the Spanish language has been a 
valuable means of making communication easier. 
LeRoy and his wife Judy recently completed their 
ministry in Mexico with Brethren in Christ World 
Missions. He is currently serving as pastor of the 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church, Chambers-
burg, Pa. 
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The meeting place, under a baobab 
tree in Malawi. 
"Please come 
and help us!" 
by Fred and Grace Holland 
BRIGHT EYES WERE FIXED ON 
the Executive Director of Breth-
ren in Christ World Missions. 
John Brubaker smiled as he got 
acquainted with Yao Christians, 
Willie Beaton and his wife, Swabila. Baby 
Joy sat on her mother's lap. A fourth year 
student at Likubula Bible Institute in Blan-
tyre, Willie is one of our links with the Yao 
Tribe of Malawi. Yao people are found in 
Malawi, Tanzania, and Mozambique, and 
population estimates vary from two- to 
three-and-a half million people. Ninety-
seven percent of the Yao are Muslim, as 
only one clan rejected Islam brought by 
Arab slave traders. Although there are sev-
eral mission groups working among them, 
there is only one known Yao congregation, 
and Christians do not form a measurable 
percentage of the population. 
Willie was won to Christ by our mis-
sionaries. The Brethren in Christ have 
invested heavily in the Yao work and four 
couples have given costly service, but this is 
perhaps our most difficult field, and mis-
sionaries have had to leave for various rea-
sons. Willie now goes to the area of our 
mission focus once or twice a month and 
visits his tribe's people one-on-one or in 
small Bible studies. When he finishes Bible 
training, he will become part of the team 
translating the Bible into Yao. He is young 
and needs encouragement and account-
ability. His stated goal is to win fifty Yao to 
Christ in the next five years! 
Four days after meeting Willie and his 
family, we traveled the 140 miles to the 
town of Mangochi, where our missionaries 
have held small Bible studies. Some sec-
tions of the road are quality pavement— 
others consist of yawning potholes or ruts 
and dust. Mosques and Christian churches 
sit side-by-side. Another nine miles 
brought us to the village of Mpalumi. 
In 1991 when the Hollands visited there, 
we stayed in the brick house built on land 
granted to our missionaries by the chief. 
The house was small and the area desolate. 
Now it is enlarged, and the area boasts a 
well, fruit trees, healthy gardens, a school 
room and several storerooms. On the slope 
towards the stream we found green gar-
dens planted by Yao women, and beside 
the gardens under a baobab tree is a meet-
ing place the women have constructed. 
Our guide was a warm-hearted Dutch 
Reformed missionary, temporarily renting 
the property. He and his wife have been 
leading their house helpers to the Lord and 
preparing short Yao radio broadcasts for 
the commercial station based fifty miles to 
the north. They have services on Sunday 
morning, but Chewa people also come, and 
it often happens that Yao attenders drop 
out as the Chewa take over. The mission-
aries have Yao young people coming for 
Bible study, and to learn gardening and 
sewing. They said that on Willie's last visit 
he had brought a backslidden Christian 
back to the Lord. They reported that Yao 
drawn to the Lord by our missionaries are 
now joining other small groups, and a "real 
Yao church" needs to be started. 
The missionaries are excited about the 
current stir of opening doors. They con-
firmed the uphill battle of working with the 
Yao and told how a prayer house set up by 
another mission had been washed away by 
rain. When it was rebuilt from grass, some 
Muslim Yao burned it down in retaliation 
for mosques which were burned in anoth-
er region. But then they described a recent 
week-long prayer conference called by a 
Nigerian missionary and his wife. Since that 
time they see signs that God is moving. 
People are coming to God. A village chief 
from thirty miles away stopped with two of 
his councillors and asked for prayer. When 
the missionaries went to meet the people, 
they found them hungry and not deeply 
loyal to Islam, but the missionaries could 
not continue frequent contacts so far away. 
Another Yao man came three days on foot 
and pled, "Please come and help us!" The 
missionaries were unable to answer this 
call. 
As we heard these stories our hearts 
leaped up. Our prayer for the Yao has been 
that God would expose the deception of 
traditional religion, undo the legacy of the 
slave trade, break the bondage of Islam, and 
prepare their hearts for the gospel. But are 
we Brethren in Christ content to plant seeds 
only and not continue to water them? Will 
we leave the harvest to the Dutch Reformed 
and other missions-minded people? Are 
there none among us whom God is calling 
to make the deep commitment and sacri-
fice to follow up our people? Are there not 
intercessors who will take up the spiritual 
warfare needed to release the Yao people? 
What is God saying to us in this strategic 
hour? 
Brethren in Christ World Missions began its 
work among the Yao people in Malawi as a result 
of a paper Roy Sider, former Overseas Secretary of 
Brethren in Christ World Missions, wrote for a 
course he took at Fuller School of World Missions. 
Although there is not currently a Brethren in 
Christ missionary presence among the Yao people, 
Drs. Fred and Grace Holland and John Brubaker, 
Executive Director of Brethren in Christ World 
Missions, visited the area in August 1999. The 
Hollands, who are currently residing in Dillsburg, 
Pa., report on this visit. 
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Another world 
of reality 
by Jackie Carr 
As I drove down Interstate 83 with the 
fast-moving traffic, the beat of my Egyptian 
music swelled and pounded in my ears. A 
strange feeling came over me as I looked 
around and saw the green of the trees, the 
efficient highway lines, the cars passing by, 
each on its own mission of importance. 
And I heard the beat of my Egyptian music 
and was taken back to the world I had just 
left—the hot and dusty Cairo streets, filled 
with activity, another world of reality on 
the other side of the globe. I thought of the 
crowded, big, red buses and the cars mov-
ing into any free space available, ignoring 
lines and lights. I thought of the gallabaya-
clad men and women risking their lives as 
they walked expertly and seemingly effort-
lessly across a street crawling with moving 
vehicles. I thought of the men who sat in 
the coffee shops smoking their water pipes, 
laughing and playing games with their 
friends late into the night. I thought of the 
street vendors bellowing out their own 
identifiable calls as they walked alongside 
their donkey-pulled carts. 
Living in Cairo for the past two years 
gave me a deep appreciation for another 
fully different way of life than what I had 
previously known. Every day was like a new 
adventure of learning more about God, 
myself, Egypt, and people in general. 
When I left Egypt, I felt as though I was 
leaving part of my heart behind, and it was 
then that I faced the reality of the tension 
and ache of living in-between two worlds. I 
PROFILE 
Susan E. Pierce 
Susan Pierce, a member of the Nap-
panee, Ind. Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion, was called to missions through a num-
ber of experiences—in high school, in col-
lege, and various ministry activities. A grad-
uate of Messiah College, she was on the 
Outreach Board and active in New Hope 
Ministries, Special Olympics, and service 
projects. She has also worked in foster care, 
nursing homes, and with disabled people. 
The Lord placed an adventurous spirit 
in Susan, which led her to study for a 
semester at Daystar University in Nairobi, 
Kenya. While in Kenya, she volunteered at 
a home for street boys. Susan fell in love 
with Africa and felt God's call to work for 
him through world missions. Attending the 
Urbana Missions Conference and organiz-
ing and leading a Messiah summer mission 
team to Kenya after graduation confirmed 
this desire. 
After graduating from Messiah in 1997 
with a BA in family studies, Susan contin-
ued to wait upon the Lord. His answer led 
her to the Theological College of Zimbab-
we (TCZ) in Bulawayo. TCZ is an interde-
nominational, multi-racial, evangelical 
institution committed to developing strong 
Christian leaders in both church and soci-
ety. Susan works in Student Development 
and Campus Ministries/Missions. Aspects 
of her job include serving as liaison between 
the college and community ministries, 
helping to develop a mission program, and 
coordinating campus programs. She joined 
the staff at TCZ in February 1998 for a 
three-year term. Susan's enthusiastic and 
adventurous spirit is a benefit to her work 
with college students. 
will always be longing 
in some way for the 
other world—whether 
it is the world of family, 
friends, and the life I 
have known for 23 
years in America, or the 
sense of purposeful 
ministry, adventurous 
living, and close friends 
I have made during the 
past two years in Cairo. 
And how do I grap-
ple with my identity as I 
adjust to my home cul-
ture once again, asking 
questions of who I am 
now in light of what I 
have experienced? Though the other world 
has disappeared from sight, its mark has 
been etched deeply into my heart. What 
meaning does this experience have both 
now and later in my life? Was it preparation 
for future service in that area of the world, 
or for some other completely different min-
istry in the States or in any other part of the 
world? 
As I face my own culture now, having 
seen America from the outside-in and hav-
ing lived in a Third World country, I have 
both an increased appreciation for the 
blessing I have experienced growing up in 
the States as well as a distaste for some of 
the basic tenets of our society and culture. 
I find myself asking many questions that 
seem unanswerable—difficult questions for 
which there are countless explanations but 
no final answers. 
Stopping at a red light, I ached as I pro-
posed this question: "God, who in the 
world am I now that I have had this expe-
rience?" I felt odd even as I asked the ques-
tion. But the answer that I received was 
filled with peace and reassurance for my 
roaming, quest ioning and confused 
thoughts. "You're my girl, not belonging 
to one culture or another, but to me. Rest 
your weary mind for a little, knowing that 
I will use you as you see me in all you do. 
Your identity is found in me. You don't 
have to have it all figured out, you know." 
That was just what I needed to hear. Again. 
Jackie Carr recently returned to Pennsylvania 
after having served for two years in covenant relation 
with Brethren in Christ World Missions. Jackie 
taught primary school in Cairo, Egypt, and during 
her second year directed the school. Her home church 
is Harrisburg, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Sowing seeds 
God at work in our world 
Alfonso and Josefa 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe serve the Lord in 
Nicaragua—Marshall in pastoral leadership 
training and Eleanor in women's and chil-
dren's ministries. The Poes have had a life-
time of missions involvement, having served 
previously for two terms in Zambia and two 
terms in Nicaragua. Their home congrega-
tion is the Lancaster Brethren in Christ 
Church in Pennsylvania. 
In a poor neighborhood, Pastor Alfon-
so Mejia and wife, Josefa, built their small 
house beside their church building so that 
they and their five children could be avail-
able to their people. A mason by trade but 
without steady work, Pastor Alfonso is eco-
nomically the poorest of the eight Brethren 
in Christ pastors in the city of Managua. 
The family's clothes are used and not of 
the latest style, but they are always neat, 
clean and modest. Even with very limited 
income this family generously shares with 
the people of their community. They share 
with us too, usually giving us something to 
drink when we visit them. Several times we 
have traveled with them and their congre-
gation to the beach for baptismal services. 
Even though we take our own food, they 
always want to share with us the food they 
brought for their family. 
If we had the limited income they have, 
we are not sure we would share like Alfon-
so and Josefa do. 
Mike Holland, with his wife Sherry, has been 
serving in Venezuela since 1985, most recent-
ly as pastor of the Rey de Gloria Brethren in 
Christ Church. Their home churches are, 
respectively, Fairview Brethren in Christ in 
Ohio and Manor Brethren in Christ in Penn-
sylvania. They have three children. 
Our family recently worked out at the 
"Fountain of Life" church camp. The 
Trevor Main family and an Arab/Venezue-
lan father and son, Jean and Gabriel Saade, 
helped us get a lot accomplished. The men 
welded together 22 bunkbeds, laid block 
on the caretaker's house, and dug sewer 
lines. The ladies and children cleaned and 
cooked. We had prayer and devotions every 
evening. 
Jean (pronounced John) and Gabriel 
were our neighbors when we lived in Mon-
talban. Gabriel was seven years old when we 
first moved there in 1985. We invited him 
and his brother and sister to VBS, church, 
MCC donates food, funds to help 
victims of "super cyclone" in India 
A severe cyclone struck the eastern Indian state of Orissa on 
October 29. The death toll is believed to be in the thousands— 
perhaps tens of thousands. Ed Martin, Mennonite Central 
Committee's Central and Southern Asia program director, 
reports the storm is being called a "super cyclone." Many peo-
ple are homeless after the storm, which generated winds of 
more than 160 miles per hour as it roared in from the Bay of 
Bengal. Three days of heavy rain followed. 
MCC plans a $322,000 U.S. response to help storm victims. 
Contributions for India cyclone relief should be marked "5708-
2000" and be mailed to the nearest MCC office. 
Partner agency CASA has requested MCC donate 1,000 met-
ric tons of wheat for its "food-for-work" programs over the 
next four months, December to March. MCC will provide 500 
metric tons of wheat through the Canadian Foodgrains Bank 
and will give $122,500 U.S. so CASA can purchase the remain-
ing 500 metric tons in India. CASA stands for Churches' Aux-
iliary for Social Action and is the relief arm of the Council of 
Churches in India based in Delhi. 
CASA staff estimate the food-for-work program will employ 
13,500 people for 15 days. Each person will earn about 11 
pounds of food per day for their work cleaning up sand and 
debris that is silting up wells and fish ponds and littering fields. 
An additional four to five people—likely family members— 
would benefit from this food, so the program is expected to 
assist a total of 70,000 people. Total value of the 1,000 metric 
tons of MCC-donated wheat is $245,000 U.S. 
Cyclone season, which lasts from about September to 
November, has been especially severe this year. The October 29 
cyclone was the second to hit Orissa in October. MCC workers 
in India are requesting an additional $77,000 U.S. so they can 
respond as they receive additional requests for help with water 
purification and other relief and rehabilitation efforts. 
Earlier in October, areas in and around Calcutta were cov-
ered with 2 to 4 feet of water due to heavy rains and a govern-
ment decision to release water from bursting dams. Drinking 
water became contaminated and waterborne diseases were 
feared. With local agencies, MCC is helping provide bleach and 
lime for water sources, water purification tablets, oral rehydra-
tion solutions, medications, tarps and food. MCC's contribution 
was $10,000 U.S. 
Brethren in Christ Update 
ORISSA, India—Bijoy Roul writes from Orissa that the dev-
astation wrought by the recent cyclone is the most horrible in 
living memory. Some 10 million families have been uprooted. 
Thousands of people have died. Millions have lost their every-
thing. Major rivers of north Orissa had wrought havoc as the 
entire coastal plain turned into a vast sheet of water. Thou-
sands of people are taking shelter on the roads as their homes 
were washed away. Food, water and other materials are not 
available. There is no electricity or water in the entire area. 
Words are insufficient to describe the misery of thousands of 
people in the coastal district which witnessed one of the harsh-
est cyclones of the century. Epidemics and cholera started in this 
area. People are still searching for loved ones who are missing. 
The cyclone did not do damage where most of the Brethren 
in Christ churches are, but the homes of some evangelists who 
lived in the costal areas were destroyed. 
In addition to the aid being provided by MCC, the Brethren 
in Christ World Hunger Fund will supply additional aid for dis-
tribution by BIC-Orissa to help provide shelter, rice distribution, 
and blankets. Donations sent to Cooperative Ministries marked 
"WHF-Orissa" will be earmarked for disaster relief in Orissa. 
(From Nov. 9 and 16 Brethren in Christ World Mission Updates) 
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and youth camps. Their mother came to 
our home cell group. Over a period of thir-
teen years the whole family has accepted 
Christ and now faithfully attends the Mon-
talban church. 
On Thursday evening at camp, Gabriel 
gave a devotional and Sherry said chills 
went down her spine as she thought, "This 
young man was that very street smart, fre-
quently naughty little boy we took to VBS, 
etc., and all those years ago I really didn't 
think anything was getting through to him. 
Here he is leading a devotional and will be 
enrolled in Bible school in September!!!" 
It's a great blessing to both sow the seeds 
and reap the harvest!!! Thanks for your 
prayer! 
News from the 
Bulawayo Chronicle 
Dale and Dianne Brantner went to Zimbab-
we in 1996, sent by their home church, Red-
land Valley Brethren in Christ Church in 
York Haven, Pa. In February 1999, Dale 
became president of the Theological College of 
Zimbabwe, located in the city of Bulawayo. 
Dale and Dianne have three young children. 
Construction of the $38.7 million first 
phase of the Theological College of Zim-
babwe campus along Coghlan Avenue in 
Kumalo is expected to begin soon, follow-
ing the purchase of a 17-hectare site for this 
project. 
"We hope to raise between US$800,000 
(Z$30.9 million) and US$1 million (Z$38.7 
million) from local and overseas sources," 
Rev. Dale Brantner, college president, ex-
plained in a weekend interview. 
Rev. Brantner said the new campus, to 
replace the one currently in use at Number 
96 Lobengula Street, would be completed 
in four phases. The first phase would com-
prise an administrat ion and classroom 
block, a library, and several units of self-
catering flats for students resident on cam-
pus. Subsequent phases of development 
would embrace a conference centre and 
sports facilities, which would be available 
for use by other sectors of the community. 
Brantner said both the staff and the aca-
demic p rog rammes offered would be 
broadened as part of attempts by the insti-
tution to transform itself into a graduate 
school of international repute. The college 
was established by the African Evangelical 
Fellowship in 1979. 
New churches 
abound 
Jake and Nancy Shenk have ministered in 
many capacities in Zimbabwe since 1958. 
Most recently Jake has served as Bishop of 
the Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church. 
In January 2000, the Bishop-elect, Danisa 
Ndlovn, will be installed as Bishop. Jake and 
Nancy are members of the Mount Pleasant 
Brethren in Christ Church, Manheim, Pa. 
During our recent visit to the newly-
planted church at Phumula South in Bul-
awayo, we were delighted to see about 45 
people in the service. The church is only a 
few months old and they meet under a big 
tree with the women sitting on empty grain 
bags and the men sitting on any small stone 
they could find. They gave me a small stone 
which had a rather sharp point. After some 
time I felt like the stone was going into me 
rather than me on the stone. 1 put my 
hymnbook on the ground and found it 
crawling with small ants. Oh well, one can 
worship God in less than ideal circum-
stances! This is our seventh church planted 
this year and 55th in the past four-and-a-
half years. Praise the Lord. 
We also thank the Lord for the growth 
of the church in Botswana. They have had 
some "teething" problems but are now 
meeting in three places. The attendance is 
now about forty at the most newly-opened 
place. [ 2 
Upland Manor Seeks Project Director 
The Upland Manor Board of Trustees is actively seeking a project director who 
will oversee the expansion of Upland Manor ministries to the Pacific Conference 
and community. The project director will facilitate communication between con-
sultants and Upland Manor Board of Trustees, and initiate steps toward site selec-
tion, building design, and long-range planning for additional levels of care to 
senior citizens. 
Inquires and requests for a position description may be addressed to: 
Upland Manor, Inc. 
Attn: Scott Dexter 
1125 West Arrow Hwy. #34 
Upland, CA 91786 
Upland Manor, a ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church, promotes quality 
Christian lifestyles for senior citizens. 
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"What ultimately drove 
me from the military 
was the fact that I was 
trying to serve two 
masters and could not." 
—Dick Davis 
Dallas, Texas 
Six military veterans tell 
how their journey of faith 
led them to become 
conscientious objectors 
to war. Contact the MCC 
office nearest you to 
borrow or purchase 
Change of Command. 
$38 Cdn/$25 U.S. 






Mennonite Central Committee 
21 South 12th Street 
PO Box 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 
MCC Canada 
134 Plaza Drive 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261-6381 
toll free (888) 622-6337 
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Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Allegheny Conference 
Five persons were baptized Sept. 
12 at the Air Hill church, Chambers-
burg, Pa. The Family Circle musicians 
were guests for the Oct. 3 Rally Day. •:• 
The Antrim congregation, Cham-
bersburg, had revival services Oct. 
31-Nov. 1 with Bay Forrest of King-
dom Building Ministries. • Oct. 10 
was Rally Day at the Chambersburg 
church with musician-songwriter 
Dave Clark. Doug Sider led revival 
meet ings Nov. 13-17. •:• The 
Maranatha Players presented the 
story of William Tyndale to kick off 
the Oct. 15-17 missions conference 
of the Fairview Ave. church, Waynes-
boro, Pa. Carlos Rosado shared his 
story at a Nov. 5-7 youth retreat. •> 
The Five Forks congregat ion , 
Waynesboro, is sending shoe box gifts 
Brian Funk ordained 
Brian L. Funk was ordained 
to the Christian ministry on 
Sunday, October 10, 1999, at 
the Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church, where he is the Associ-
ate Pastor of Christian Educa-
tion. The ordination sermon 
was preached by Rev. John 
Hawbaker, and Bishop Craig 
Sider conducted the rite of ordi-
na t ion . Brian 's life story, 
"Reflections of a Journey," was 
narrated by Nicholas Frey and 
included the singing of his 
favorite hymns. 
Brian received Christ as his 
Savior at the age of eight in a 
Sunday school class and reded-
icated his life to Christ in his 
early twenties. He sensed a call 
to Christian ministry while a 
student at His Hill Bible School 
in Comfort, Tex. Brian earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in General 
Ministries at Columbia Interna-
tional University and a Master 
of Arts in Pastoral Counseling 
to children in Kosovo, Honduras, and 
Turkey. Proceeds from an Oct. 16 
bazaar and auction went to mortgage 
reduction. 
Speaker Vaugh Shatzer focused 
on prophecy Sept. 19 at the Hollo-
well church, Waynesboro, Pa. The 
Maranatha production of the story of 
Chet Bitterman was a highlight of the 
Nov. 7 missions celebration. « Eddie 
Piper was in concert Oct. 17 at the 
Mar t insburg , Pa., church. Edith 
Miller, returned from mission work 
in Africa, spoke Oct. 10. • Two disci-
pleship training classes began Sept. 19 
at the Mt. Rock church, Shippens-
burg, Pa. •:• Curtis Bryant led revival 
meetings Sept. 19-22 for the Mt. 
Tabor congregation, Mercersburg, 
Pa. Music and testimonials were fea-
tures of the church's centennial cele-
from Ashland Theological Sem-
inary. 
He has been serving at 
Manor since January 1, 1992. 
He states, "I am experiencing 
much satisfaction and enjoy-
ment as I get to fulfill my vision 
for ministry—equipping, teach-
ing and guiding people to more 
effective personal relationships, 
lifestyles, and ministries as they 
seek to know Christ and make 
him known." 
Brian and his wife Roanne 
have two children, Chadd, 15, 
and Emily, 12. 
bration on Oct. 10. •:• Ralph Palmer 
led a seminar Sept. 18 at the New 
Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa., 
on ministering to couples in crisis. 
The Sunday school picnic was Sept. 
12 at Roxbury Camp. •:• Christy 
Hockenberry provided music for the 
Oct. 24 Rally Day of the South Moun-
tain congregation, Shippensburg. 
Roger Witter spoke Oct. 31. •:• Joe 
Baer was revival speaker for the Van 
Lear congregation, Williamsport, 
Md., beginning Oct. 31. "Navajoland" 
was the theme of a Sept. 17 women's 
meeting with speaker Kitty Harbaugh. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church, 
Philadelphia, Pa., welcomed Joe Snell 
as new church-planting pastor. The 
congregation planned a love feast for 
Oct. 22. •» The Conoy church, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., sponsored a bow 
hunter seminar Sept. 11. Three per-
sons were baptized in August. A Fall 
Festival for Kids was Oct. 29 as an 
alternative to Halloween. • The Cross 
Roads church, Mount Joy, Pa., had 
renewal services Oct. 3-5 with Warren 
Hoffman on the theme, "Intimacy 
With God." John and Esther Spurrier, 
and Phil and Elaine Thuma were fea-
tured at the Oct. 31 missions confer-
ence. • The youth of the Elizabeth-
town church raked leaves Nov. 6 as a 
service project. The senior youth 
retreat theme Nov. 12-14 was "The 
Loud Silence: A Retreat on Prayer." • 
The senior adult class of the Fairland 
congregation, Cleona, Pa., did a 
seven-week study of the tabernacle 
Dixie Yoder ordained 
Dixie Yoder, with her hus-
band Galen by her side, was 
ordained to the Christian min-
istry on Sunday, August 15, at 
the Bethany Brethren in Christ 
Church in Thomas, Okla. Her 
former pastor and mentor, Rev. 
Charles Rickel, gave the ordina-
tion sermon. Bishop John A. 
Brubaker gave the charge and 
led in the ordination. Following 
the ordination prayer, Dixie's 
family gathered around her for a 
prayer of blessing led by her 
father. 
Dixie lives in Hydro, Okla., 
and has been active in the 
Bethany congregation for the 
past ten years. Her calling to 
biblical counseling led her to 
Scope Ministries, which is head-
quartered in Oklahoma City. 
beginning Nov. 7. The church has 
begun a scholarship fund for atten-
ders going to Christian colleges. • The 
Free Grace church, Millersburg, Pa., 
had a nut sale with proceeds going to 
Gospel Tide Hour. A couples' retreat 
at Camp Hebron with Marvin and 
Lois Weaver was Oct. 8-10. 
Ric and Leigh Anne Feeney led a 
family life conference Nov. 6-7 at the 
Lancaster, Pa., church. They titled 
one session "Women Are From 
Neiman-Marcus; Men Are From 
Home Depot." <• Bob and Carol 
Geiger, and John Allen Brubaker were 
missions speakers Sept. 25-26 at the 
Manheim, Pa., church. •:• The Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa., is providing 
a Wednesday d inner to those 
involved in evening programs. On 
Sept. 28 Judy Wolfman spoke on the 
art of storytelling to the OPALS 
(Older People with Active Life Styles) 
group. •:• Doug Withers shared his 
preaching and music ministry with 
the Mastersonville congregation, 
Manhe im, on Oct. 1-3. •:• The 
Millersville, Pa., congregation began 
weekly coed basketball on Oct. 13. 
The youth had a workday Oct. 9 
doing odd jobs in the community. •:• 
The women's fellowship of the Mt. 
Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa., 
sponsored a guess-who's-coming-to-
dinner on Oct. 23. The Oct. 24 mis-
sions day theme was "Into Our Sec-
ond Century of Missions" with Fred 
and Grace Holland and Edith Miller. 
The New Hope church, Harris-
burg, Pa., welcomed 14 new mem-
bers on Sept. 12. The Messiah Col-
lege Singers were in concert Oct. 10, 
More recently, Dixie has started 
her own counseling service in 
Weatherford, called Infinite 
Grace Ministries. Its mission is 
to minister effectively to the 
spiritual, emotional, and rela-
tional needs of people and fur-
ther, to equip them to reach out 
to others. Dixie and Galen are 
the parents of Kevin and lason 
and grandparents to Nathan 
and Caleb. 
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and Mark Cable on Oct. 31. The 
Eternal Praise Quartet sang in all 
three services of the New Joy church, 
Akron, Pa., on Oct. 24. •:• Pastor 
Cober of the Palmyra, Pa., church 
reduced his work to two-thirds ser-
vice from Oct. 1-Dec. 31. The Oct. 
17 guest speaker was Glenn Ginder. •:• 
Oct. 3 was "I'll Be There" Sunday at 
the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa., 
with a pig roast after the service. An 
afternoon "cruise on wheels" was 
planned for Oct. 17 to Sam Lewis 
State Park. • On Oct. 9 the Young At 
Heart group of the Silverdale, Pa., 
church met for the video "Papa Was a 
Preacher" and refreshments. The 
church's teleharvest celebration was 
Nov. 14. •> Edith Miller spoke Oct. 24 
to the Speedwell Heights church, 
Lititz, Pa. The congregation planned 
to be back in their building on Oct. 
31, with Sunday school resuming 
Nov. 7. 
Canadian Conference 
Jonathan Freethy was installed 
Oct. 17 as pastor of the Bertie con-
gregation, Stevensville, Ont. The 
Thanksgiving service speaker Oct. 10 
was Harvey Sider. •:• On Sept. 11 the 
women of the Boyle congregation, St. 
Ann's, Ont., had a Victoria Tea with 
speaker Glenna West. The Bridle-
wood congregation, Agincourt, Ont., 
hosted a Women Making a Differ-
ence conference Oct. 15-16 with 
speaker Ruth Bauman. The church 
had a six-hour prayer vigil Oct. 2. •:• 
Three persons were bapt ized in 
September at the Cheapside church, 
Nanticoke, Ont. Bible conference 
speaker Sept. 25-26 was Sandra 
Gooderham. •:• The Clearview con-
gregation, Kindersley, Sask., celebrat-
ed Grandparents' Day with a potluck 
barbecue meal. Members staffed a 
10,000 Villages store in the mall in 
November and December. 
The Pioneer Clubs of the Falls 
View church, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
kicked off their year with a hayride in 
October. Harvey Sider was guest 
speaker Nov. 7. •:• The youth of the 
Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, 
Ont., served at Christian Horizons 
Oct. 1. Craig and Trish Hogg spoke 
Oct. 10 regarding their experiences at 
Macha Mission, Zambia. •:• The Oct. 
10 speaker for the Houghton church, 
Langton, Ont., was Ray Hansen from 
Rio Bravo Orphanage, Mexico, where 
the teens had been in July. Auction 
proceeds of Oct. 30 went toward the 
building project. •:• The Massey Place 
church, Saskatoon, Sask., sponsored a 
reading contest in October. Bishop 
Winger visited on Sept. 26. •:• Wayne 
and Shirley Wright were musicians 
for the Sept. 19 Friend Day at the Oak 
Ridges, Ont., church. Craig and Trish 
Hogg spoke on missions Oct. 10. 
The Port Colborne, Ont., con-
gregation had their adult holiday 
turkey dinner Nov. 20 with the gospel 
quartet, Unashamed. Two persons 
were baptized Oct. 17. •> The River-
side Chapel church, Fort Erie, Ont., 
hosted an area hymn sing Oct. 24. •:• 
Pat Murphy, host on CKWR radio, 
led the Oct. 24 evening service at the 
Rosebank church, Petersburg, Ont. 
•:• The Prime Timers of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church presented the 
drama, "Old Hymns, Old Hims and 
Old Hers" on Nov. 28. * Shirley Dri-
jber spoke on depression at the Sept. 
27 women's gathering of the Spring-
vale, Ont., church. The youth of the 
Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont., 
had a pie auction at the Sept. 18 corn 
roast to raise money for YouthQuest 
'99. 
Central Conference 
Six northern Ohio churches gath-
ered at the Amherst church, Massil-
lon, Ohio, Oct. 31 for a hymn sing. •:• 
The Christ Crusaders of the Bethel 
church, Merrill, Mich., hosted a 
hayride Oct. 1. Six persons were bap-
tized Oct. 17. •:• The capital improve-
ment fund of the Beulah Chapel 
church, Springfield, Ohio, was the 
destination of proceeds from an Oct. 
16 yard and bake sale. Ten persons 
were baptized recently at the Car-
land-Zion church, Owosso, Mich. 
Wednesday night family emphasis 
meetings began in November. The 
Friday night renewal services contin-
ue to grow. •:• The Christian Union 
church, Garrett, Ind., had a family 
night and pie supper Oct. 9. •:• The 
Oct. 3 Friend Day service and carry-in 
meal at the Highland church, West 
Milton, Ohio, were well attended. A 
progressive mystery supper was 
planned for Oct. 16. •:• A pastor appre-
ciation reception was planned for Oct. 
24 at the Lakeview church, Goodrich, 
Mich. 
The senior saints of the Moore-
town church, Sandusky, Mich., per-
formed the musical "The Time of 
Our Lives" on Sept. 12. •:• The Morri-
son, 111., church celebrated their "Mis-
sions for All Ages" conference Oct. 2-
3. A hayride and bonf i re were 
planned for Oct. 9. •> The Nappanee, 
Ind., congregation held their biennial 
church retreat at nearby Camp Mack 
on Oct. 16-17.'/Youth ofthe North-
gate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, par-
ticipated in the area "life chain" Oct. 
3. Two persons were baptized in 
August. •:• The Sept. 19 service at the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, church was 
planned and led by Bill Miller of the 
Highland congregation. In October 
several members attended the "Get 
Ready for Company" seminar in 
Columbus. •:• Dan and Helen Glick of 
the Sippo Valley congregation, Mas-
E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives o f t h e EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
100 Years Ago 
Dec. 15, 1899—George Detwiler 
reflected on the close of 1899: "Here 
and there is one who commenced life's 
journey when the figure 7 was used 
[1799] and are likely to lap over the 8 [1800s] into the 9 
[1900].... But he that is in union with God need not regret 
the days as they pass, knowing that each morning brings 
new opportunities for service, and each evening marks a 
day's march nearer home." 
75 Years Ago 
Nov. 24, 1924—A news item questioned the intent of a 
General Conference action: "General Conference.. .ruled to 
have a manual of forms and rituals published. The com-
mittee appointed to the work are at a loss to know just 
what is wanted. The rituals for the different ceremonies 
are all included in the Revised Constitution and Bylaws of 
1924. Are there alterations or additions to that which is 
already published wanted? The committee hold themselves 
open to receive suggestions from those interested up to 
Feb. 1,1925, after which they will complete their report for 
General Conference." 
50 Years Ago 
Dec. 26, 1949—Jesse F. Lady, editorializing on "Possi-
bilities for the New Year": " 'Ye have not passed this way 
heretofore.' 'As thou goest step by step, I will open up the 
way before thee.' The first text suggests 'the untrodden way.' 
The second text gives assurance of a dependable guide to 
lead us in the untrodden way. Both ideas...ought to be 
given careful thought to any one venturing into the New 
Year who has a desire to make a noble contribution to this 
generation." 
25 Years Ago 
Dec. 25, 1974—John E. Zercher: "It is assumed that to 
John Wesley we owe our understanding of sanctification 
and to [the] early Anabaptists our emphasis upon broth-
erhood and discipleship. What is not as commonly recog-
nized is that both Wesley and the Anabaptists were vitally 
concerned with holiness.... The Bible sees both the flesh 
and the world as enemies of holy living. The one sabotages 
our efforts from within. The other allures us from without." 
10 Years Ago 
December 1989—Glenn A. Ginder, in "On Balance and 
Breadth":" 'Balance' is not generally an item on our church 
board agendas—though it could well be added. At least 
somewhere in the workings of congregational life the ques-
tion of balance should be considered. How does a congre-
gation find the most productive path in the ever-present 
tensions between evangelism and nurture, maintenance 
and mission, caution and courage, people and programs, 
vision and practices?" 
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Pastor Martin Waite (left) and Denny Wright (with shovel) 
lead the White Rock Fellowship in a Sept. 19 ground-breaking 
ceremony for their new worship facility near Indianapolis, Ind. 
The congregation purchased a 10-acre tract of land in Noblesville, 
and construction on the building has started. The congregation 
plans to do much of the work with help from other Central Con-
ference congregations. 
sillon, Ohio, are spending three 
months at the House of Hope for girls 
in Romania. The Weil Family from 
Idaho was in concert Sept. 21. •:• The 
new parsonage of the Union Grove 
church, New Paris, Ind., was dedicat-
ed Oct. 3. Six persons were baptized 
Oct. 17. • Guest speaker Oct. 17 for 
the Valley Chapel congregation, East 
Canton, Ohio, was Dale Jurkovich. 
Midwest Conference 
The Bethany church, Thomas, 
Okla., began men's breakfasts in 
September with the film series, "Love 
'Em and Lead 'Em." Eighty persons 
attended family camp Oct. 22-24 at 
Vici. •:• The Zion congregation, Abi-
lene, Kan., was challenged by a ser-
mon series recently on "Roaming 
Through Romans." 
Pacific Conference 
Bob Hempy has joined the staff 
of the Alta Loma, Calif., congrega-
tion to guide adult nurture and senior 
adult programs. •:• The youth of the 
Chino, Calif., church had a Purity 
Ring Commitment Service in Octo-
ber. •:• The Riverside, Calif., congre-
gation celebrated 15 years of ministry 
Oct. 2-3. •:• John Byers has accepted an 
invitation to be six-month interim 
pastor of the Upland, Calif., church. •:• 
Glenn Elliot is the new assistant pas-
tor of the Walnut, Calif., church. A 
group from the church delivered 
Bibles, food, and fellowship activities 
to an orphanage in El Sauzel, Mexico, 
recently. The church made its pres-
ence known at the community fami-
ly festival by way of skits, Bible and 
tract distribution, and a showing of 
the "Jesus" film. 
Southeast Conference 
Small groups of the Highland 
Park congregation, Dublin, Va., 
recently studied Corinthians, the 
book of John, and Healing for Dam-
aged Emotions. A 25th anniversary 
luncheon and celebrat ion were 
enjoyed Sept. 19. 
Susquehanna Conference 
Guest speaker Sept. 19 at the Big 
Valley church, Belleville, Pa., was 
George Green. •:• The Carlisle, Pa., 
church hosted "Getting Ready for 
Guests" seminars Nov. 15 and 17. The 
congregation planned their 10,000 
Villages sale for Nov. 10-13. •:• The 
Cedar Grove church, Mifflintown, 






by Henry Hostetter 
and Paul Hostetler 
Peter (not his real name) has lived with a 
persistent problem for many years. Actually, his 
parents passed it on to him. They believed that 
in daily practice and in church life they should 
take seriously the teachings of the Bible, partic-
ularly the words of Jesus. And Peter inherited 
the same convictions. 
Among the words of Christ that bothered 
Peter as a young man were these: "Do not store 
up for yourselves treasures on earth" 
(Matthew 6:19). It seemed to Peter that 
he could not be a true Christian unless 
he practiced this principle. The big 
question was, "How much of the world's goods 
can a person have and not be guilty of violating 
this command?" 
Peter's consecration was deep enough that 
he would have been willing to go into "full-time 
service," but he was not called to that way of 
life. So he was content to serve as a Christian 
layman. Although to his fellow believers Peter 
appeared to be pleasing God, the question kept 
nagging him. 
Tithing and working for the Lord as oppor-
tunity afforded was to him a very normal part 
of Christian living, but accumulating as a result 
of diligent work and the Lord's blessing was 
another matter. Around him he saw what 
seemed to be committed Christians adding to 
their store of prosperity. Some began driving 
bigger cars, others moved into better homes, 
and all were adding to their bank accounts. 
Hovering in the dark background of this pic-
ture of prosperity were the deprived, the 
refugees, and the unemployed. The look of 
agony on the faces of the hopeless in the inner 
city and around the world made him uncom-
fortable. They forced him to ask, "What right 
do I have to the plush comforts of my sur-
roundings while millions, equally loved by God, 
suffer and struggle?" 
There was no question in Peter's mind that 
casually passing over such a direct statement by 
Jesus was not the right path. On the other hand, 
to turn his back on all the blessings he enjoyed 
and move to the level of those desperately in 
need would not solve the problem either. 
Here's how Peter finally resolved his dilem-
ma. He decided to live carefully and discreetly 
because that appeared to be God's norm for 
man as compared to any other path he might 
follow in light of all the factors involved. He 
decided to accumulate only what was a reason-
able amount for a time of need, and not to lay 
up additional treasures. 
But such a way of life proved costly. God 
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Millennium" conference Nov. 13. •:• 
Dillsburg, Pa., church pastors Spurri-
er and Miller preached a sermon 
series during the fall on core values 
of the denomination. Ron and Patti 
Ross used the same theme in chil-
d ren ' s church . •:• On Oct. 9 the 
Fairview church, New Cumberland, 
Pa., hosted the MPF annual retreat 
on "Facing a Task Unfinished." • 
Linda Munger shared her testimony 
at the Grantham, Pa., women's fall 
salad supper. The Messiah Village 
Singing Men were in concert at the 
Grantham church Oct. 31. 
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., church 
had an all-night prayer vigil Oct. 31. 
Dwayne Potteiger was spiritual life 
services speaker Oct. 24-27. •:• On Oct. 
24-31 the Messiah Village church, 
Mechanicsburg, had their 21st annu-
al missions conference with Steve 
Munger, James Teeter, Steve and 
Bonnie Westberry, Dale Engle, Roger 
Williams, Grace Holland, and Edith 
Miller. •:• The Redland Valley church, 
York Haven, Pa., had a family life 
seminar Nov. 6 conducted by Don 
Zook. • The Susquehanna Valley 
church received two new members 
Oct. 10. John M. Keefer Jr., was guest 
speaker Sept. 19. •:• The Wesley 
church , Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., 
planned an outdoor service for Oct. 3. 
•:• Proceeds from the Oct. 23 Apple 
Butter Festival of the West Shore 
church, Mechanicsburg, Pa., went to 




Bare: Victoria Elizabeth Faith, 
Oct. 7; Nathan and Shonda (Krow) 
Bare, Mount Pleasant congregation, 
Pa. 
Bell: Ethan McCellan, Sept. 16; 
Jeremy and Julie (Leister) Bell, Soud-
erton congregation, Pa. 
Bivinghouse: Sydni Marie, Oct. 
7; Travis and Stacy (Hamm) Biving-
house, Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Braun: Brittany Ann, Aug. 30; 
Joseph and Kimberly (Schlemmer) 
Braun, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Brennan: Karagan Rae, Aug. 22; 
Patr ick and Chrissy Brennan, 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Brown: Lauryn Nicole, Oct. 17; 
Michael and Joanna Brown, Souder-
ton congregation, Pa. 
Brown: Myah Lifei Jacqueline, 
May 15; Beverly Brown, Manor con-
gregation, Pa. 
Butterfield: Josiah Burdett, Aug. 
17; Todd and Amy Butterfield, Cedar 
Grove congregation, Pa. 
Cain: Jessica Marie, Aug. 13; Greg 
and Cindy (Nyman) Cain, Marsh 
Creek congregation, Pa. 
Clark: Brett Matthews, Aug. 2; 
Dave and Dawn (Funk) Clark, Fair-
land congregation, Pa. 
Cook: Ciera, Aug. 28; Steven 
Cook and Alicia Clemens, Silverdale 
congregation, Pa. 
Cossick: Sarah Grace Thein, Nov. 
18, 1998; chosen daughter of Frank 
and Faith (McGill) Cossick, Harris-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Culver: Trent David, July 28; Joel 
and Amy Culver, Mechanicsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Cutshall: Tara Marie, Oct. 26; 
Robert and Pamela (Rook) Cutshall, 
Air Hill congregation, Pa. 
Crocus: Bryanna Love, Sept. 2; 
Darryl and Jennifer Crocus, Silverdale 
congregation, Pa. 
Diehl: Michigan, Aug. 28; Brian 
and Sheila (Bishop) Diehl, Silverdale 
congregation, Pa. 
Fehn Cameron Michael Damien, 
Aug. 20; Dave and Jackie (Reimer) 
Fehr, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Ferruzza: Timothy John, Sept. 25; 
Dave and Mary Ferruzza, Cross 
Roads congregation, Mount Joy, Pa. 
Gossert: Timothy Irvin, Aug. 10; 
Rodger and Jody Gossert, Fairview 
Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Habecker: Erin Nicole, Sept. 5; 
Neil and Lynda (Drawbaugh) 
Habecker, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Harnish: Amanda Helen, Aug. 6; 
Steven and Michelle (Wile) Harnish, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hayden: Brittany Joy, Oct. 12; 
Christopher and Karen Hayden, 
Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Thank you to all those who 
have faithfully reported news 
from their churches over the 
years of the tenure of the present 
editor. The church news column 
not only serves to provide a his-
torical record of God's work in 
the church, but also inspires 
other churches with ideas to keep 
their own programs vital. It has 
been a pleasure to report your 
news. (Helen Johns, Church 
News editor) 
began to show Peter that his giving should go 
well beyond the tithe. God even led him to 
the liberality of hilarious giving which he 
read about in the eighth chapter of Second 
Corinthians. Some people thought Peter was 
taking things a bit too far, but the shine on 
the face of a truly generous Christian is 
rather convincing. 
Peter is now at peace with what amounts 
to a "capped financial level." Yet, because he 
is a human, he is subject to temptation from 
Satan. He still hears the whisper, "You might 
have more dollars and cents to show at estate 
settlement time if you would not take Jesus 
so seriously." However, he is sure he knows 
what this Scripture means, and he finds great 
delight in liberally sharing what God has 
given to him and his wife. 
And what does Peter have to say to his 
Christian brothers and sisters who follow a 
different way of life? Not very much. He is so 
busy enjoying his "persistent problem" that 
he has little time to criticize those who are 
accumulating much more in houses and 
land. But he has noticed that those who lay 
up earthly treasures have other kinds of 
problems, and one of them is finding true 
happiness. 




















1 Total Ministry Budget 
2 Less Other Budget Receipts 
3 Cooperative Ministries Budget 
4 JANUARY 1 - OCTOBER 31,1999 
5 CM Shared Giving 
6 Congregational 1,826,914.87 1,717,203.00 
7 Individual 88,450.49 87,602.00 
8 Total CM Shared Giving 1,915,365.36 1,804,805.00 
9 CM Designated Giving 
10 Congregational 211,855.42 316,300.00 
11 Individual 338,085.14 341,511.00 
12 Total CM Designated Giving 549,940.56 657,811.00 
13 Total Cooperative Ministries Giving 2,465,305.92 2,462,616.00 
14 Total Other Budget Receipts 339,513.85 214,003.31 
15 Total CM Giving & Other Budget Receipts 2,804,819.77 2,676,619.31 
16 Total Expenses 3,413,717.67 3,204,796.35 
17 Deficit (608,897.90) (528,177.04) 
NOTE: *Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 
It is important that you have a complete picture of Cooperative Ministries funding and expenses. Therefore we 
are providing you with as much information as possible. 
L I N E 1 is the comprehensive budgets for general church ministries such as: General Leadership, Regional Leader-
ship, Brotherhood Concerns, Congregational Life, Evangelism and Church Planting, Stewardship Services, Min-
istry and Doctrine and World Missions. It also includes the approved Cooperative Ministries amount for each 
Regional Conference, Messiah College and the Vision Fund. 
L I N E 2 represents interest income, regional conference contributions, payments f rom other organizations for 
shared services, and some fees for services, etc. 
LINE 3 is the approved Cooperative Ministries budget. 
L I N E S 5 - 1 3 is what was traditionally reported through the Evangelical Visitor. 
L I N E S 9 - 1 2 were formerly reported as designated and direct giving. All designated and direct giving attributable 
to the Cooperative Ministries budget is now being reported as designated. 
L I N E 1 4 is the amount received to date relative to line 2. 
LINE 15 is the total of lines 13 and 14. 
L I N E 1 6 is the total expenses to date relative to the Total Ministry Budget, line 1. 
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Heisey: Darren Joseph, Feb. 22; 
Anthony and Sandy Heisey, Harris-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Henry. Laura Elizabeth, Aug. 11; 
Donald and Sherry (Lease) Henry, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hern Carrington Renee, Sept. 6; 
Scott and Stacy (Shaub) Herr, Pequea 
congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Hailey Nicole, Aug. 13; 
Greg and Heather (O'Connell) Hess, 
Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Victoria Paige, Aug. 24; 
Jeremiah and Melody (Andrews) 
Hess, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Hoke: Kylie Grace, Apr. 4; Bryan 
and Kerry Hoke, Lawrenceville, Ga. 
Horton: Helen Elizabeth, Sept. 
24; David and Beth Horton, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Kalmey: Kiara Marie, Aug. 13; 
Matt and Teresa Kalmey, Fairview 
Ave. congregation, Pa. 
Keck: Jonathan Christian, Sept. 
11; Dana and Kim (Fahnestock) 
Keck, Wesley congregation, Pa. 
Lindsay: Hannah Skye, Aug. 4; 
Allen and Diana (Tasker) Lindsay, Sil-
verdale congregation, Pa. 
Nicewonger: Brady Steven, Oct. 
12; Robert and Debbie (Rhodes) 
Nicewonger, Martinsburg congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Klugh: Rebecca Mae, July 31; 
Henry and Deborah (Hess) Klugh, 
Mount Pleasant congregation, Pa. 
Knepper: Logan Joshua, May 13; 
Roger and Mardel l Knepper , 
Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa. 
Landis: Jenna Renee, Aug. 14; 
Todd and Jean Landis, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Lehigh: Joshua David, May 20; 
David and Linda Lehigh, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Lucas: Aaron David, Aug. 30; 
Jason and Shelly Lucas, Mechanics-
burg congregation, Pa. 
Malanka: Rachel Jay, Aug. 20; 
Tim and Denise Malanka, Mt. Rock 
congregation, Pa. 
Martin: Annemarie Joy, July 25; 
John and Twila (Payne) Martin, Big 
Valley congregation, Pa. 
McCleaf: Mark Leroy Jr., Aug. 7; 
Mark and Vanessa (Kulpak) McCleaf, 
South Mountain Chapel, Pa. 
Miller: Hannah Brooks, Oct. 1; 
David and Julie Miller, Air Hill con-
gregation, Pa. 
Nyman: Ann Marie , Aug. 4; 
Edward and Susan (Ammerman) 
Nyman, Marsh Creek congregation, 
Pa. 
Payne: Alyssa Charis, George and 
Nancy (Peterman) Payne, Harrisburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Peiffer: Maggie Noelle, Sept. 24; 
Dave and Heather Peiffer, New Guil-
ford congregation, Pa. 
Rogers: Daniel Alex, June 28; 
Roger and Nadine (Shultz) Rogers, 
Marsh Creek congregation, Pa. 
Rossi: Noah James, Aug. 19; Sam 
and Sue (Fretz) Rossi, Ontario, Cana-
da. 
Searle: Roman Philip, Oct. 5; 
Brandie and Sharon Searle, Mechan-
icsburg congregation, Pa. 
Stockert: Sydni Athena, Aug. 16; 
Charles and Lori (Lehman) Stockert, 
Silverdale congregation, Pa. 
Stone: Alex Matthew, Aug. 30; 
Tom and Michelle (Lewis) Stone, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Wall: Liam Andrew, Sept. 17; 
Abraham and Charlotte (Brown) 
Wall, Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Zeimis: Whitney Leigh, Aug. 15; 
Steven and Kimberly Zeimis, Upland 
congregation, Calif. 
Weddings 
Bulach-Noll: Gail Hershey Noll, 
Troy, Ohio, and James Bulach, Eaton, 
Ohio, July 3, with Tom Kershner offi-
ciating. 
Damon-Brumbach: Amanda 
Brumbach, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dennis Brumbach, Manheim, Pa., 
and Kevin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Lee 
Damon, Manheim, Aug. 28, at Man-
heim Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Lee Damon officiating. 
Eagles-Pirson: Tina Louise, 
daughter of Sheila Pirson, Fort Erie, 
Ont., and Robin Pirson, and Steven 
Orville, son of James and Sharon 
Eagles, Fort Erie, Oct. 9, at Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Don Middlemiss officiating. 
Erbele-Poe: Krista Eileen, daugh-
ter of Marshall and Eleanor Poe, 
Managua, Nicaragua, and Phillip 
Wayne, son of Duane and Valentena 
Erbele, Sept. 11, at Grantham Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. John 
Hawbaker officiating. 
Hade-Pool: Courtney Elizabeth, 
daughter of Craig and Rachel Pool, 
Marion, Pa., and Matthew Carl, son 
of Don and Joyce Hade, Greencastle, 
Pa., Sept. 4, at Five Forks Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. H. Ray Kipe 
officiating. 
Haring-Mioff: Michelle Lynn, 
daughter of William and Stephanie 
Mioff, and Jason Jon Haring, son of 
Sandy Connare and Cleon Haring, 
Aug. 21, at Fairview Ave. Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Simon A. 
Lehman Jr. officiating. 
Hart-Bushong: Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Roy and Jean Bushong, Chris-
tiana, Pa., and Andrew, son of John 
and Jo Ann Hart, Lancaster, Pa., Aug. 
21, at Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Daniel Houck 
officiating. 
Hicks-Stahl: Danise Renee, 
daughter of Danny R. and Kathleen J. 
Stahl, Canal Fulton, Ohio, and Shawn 
Michael, son of George and Betty 
Hicks, Roaring Spring, Pa., Oct. 23, at 
First Assembly of God Church with 
Rev. Earl E. Herr officiating. 
Hoover-Nix: Virginia M. Nix, 
East Petersburg, Pa., and Glenn A. 
Hoover, Ephrata, Pa., Aug. 8, at Lan-
caster Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. James Ernst and Rev. Lloyd 
Hoover officiating. 
Huhn-Cober: Lori Lynn, daugh-
ter of Don and Ellen Cober, Welles-
ley, Ont., and Christopher Otto John, 
son of Otto and Nicolle Huhn, Aug. 
14, at Rosebank Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Ron Lofthouse offi-
ciating. 
Imwald-Wengert: Amanda, 
daughter of Donald and Donna 
Wengert, Shippensburg, Pa., and 
Michael, son of George and Katheleen 
Imwald, Morrisville, Pa., Aug. 14, at 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John Bundy officiating. 
Ingle-Ingle: Tracy Renee Ingle, 
daughter of David Bryant and Theresa 
Fry, Nappanee, Ind., and Matthew 
James, son of David and Kimberly 
Ingle, Nappanee, Aug. 13, at Union 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Peter E. Copeland officiating. 
Kemrer-Bomberger: Debra E., 
daughter of Raymond and Evelyn 
Bomberger, Millersville, Pa., and 
Todd A., son of Allan and Connie 
Kemrer, Conestoga, Pa., Oct. 9, at 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Lang-Winger: Kelly Ann Winger, 
daughter of Ronald Keith and Lillian 
M. Carsenault, Townsend, Ont., and 
Jeffrey Andrew, son of Eric and Karen 
Lang, Aug. 14, at Springvale Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Allan D. 
Thompson officiating. 
Milmore-Brinlee: Amber Lor-
raine, daughter of Daniel and Sandra 
Brinlee Sr., Salem, Ore., and Benno 
Karl, son of Kiriaki Milmore and 
Frank and Laurel Milmore, Salem, 
Aug. 28, at Historic Deepwood Estate, 
with Rev. Frank N. Haskins officiat-
ing. 
Niss ley-Kendig: Laura Lee 
Kendig, daughter of Donald and 
Helen Tawney, Conestoga, Pa., and 
David Kendig, and Michael Edward, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nissley, 
Oct. 2, at Pequea Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. J. Daniel Houck 
officiating. 
Newton-Smeltz: Rebecca Ruth 
Elizabeth, daughter of Edmond and 
Doris Smeltz, and Daniel H. Newton, 
Oct. 23, at Dreisbach United Church 
of Christ with Rev. John M. Keefer Jr. 
officiating. 
Ohlhoff-Spinelli: Lynda Spinelli, 
Jarvis, Ont . , and Ralph William 
Ohlhoff, Stoney Creek, Ont., Oct. 9, 
at Springvale Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Allan D. Thomp-
son officiating. 
Scott-Davis: Megan Elisabeth, 
daughter of Mary J. Davis, Grantham, 
Pa., and David Paul, son of Jon Paul 
and Margaret Scott, Bucharest , 
Romania, Oct. 2, at Grantham Breth-
ren in Christ Church with Rev. Mary 
J. Davis and Rev. Jon Paul Scott offi-
ciating. 
Shoemaker-Engle: Kendra, 
daughter of Ken and Jan Engle, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., and Rob, son of Willie 
and Jean Shoemaker, Mehoopany, 
Pa., Sept. 11, at Cross Roads Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Dale H. 
Engle and Rev. Kenneth L. Engle offi-
ciating. 
Smith-Clause: Candace Ann, 
daughter of Allan and Beverly Clause, 
Hagersville, Ont . , and Ronald 
Christopher Blake, son of Ronald and 
Joyce Smith, Hagersville, July 24, at 
Springvale Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Allan D. Thompson offici-
ating. 
Stoner-Kellogg: Kristy, daughter 
of Samuel and Carol Kellogg, Cham-
bersburg, Pa., and Brent, son of 
Michael Stoner, Chambersburg, and 
Deborah Stoner, Chambersburg, Oct. 
23 at Air Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. LeRoy Eberly offi-
ciating. 
Switzer-Means: Carmaleta Renae 
Means and Ernest W. Switzer, July 25, 
at Music Row Wedding Chapel with 
Rev. James F. Peak officiating. 
Obituaries 
Brandt: Emma B. Brandt, born 
Aug. 25, 1905, daughter of Harry E. 
and Annie Hocker Barnhart, died 
Oct. 1. Preceding her in death were 
her spouse, John Ginder Brandt; and 
a son, Sylvan B. Surviving are 3 sons, 
Mervin B., Leo B., and John B.; a 
daughter, Ruth E. Brandt; 14 grand-
children; 21 great-grandchildren; and 
2 great-great-grandchildren. Emma 
had resided at Messiah Village. She 
was a retired licensed practical nurse, 
and farmed with her husband. She 
was a member of the Manheim con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral was at 
Buch Funeral Home with Rev. Roy J. 
Peterman officiating. Interment was 
in the Mount Pleasant church ceme-
tery. 
Cramer: Trenton Earl Cramer, 
son of Jennifer Wagner and Joshua 
Cramer, stillborn Oct. 7, 1999 in 
Lewistown, Pa. Surviving with his 
parents are paternal grandparents, 
Timothy and Shelly Cramer; matenal 
g randparen ts , Melvin Leister, 
Michelle Leister and Kenneth 
Weiand; and great-grandparents. The 
funeral was at Ronald Sheaffer Funer-
al Home with Rev. Ken Letner offici-
ating. Interment was in Maze Ceme-
tery. 
26 Evangelical Visitor November/December 1999 
Congregational Life Ministries announce 
1999 Music Scholarship Grants 
Congregational Life Ministries is com-
mitted to being a partner with local con-
gregations in fulfilling their mission. Each 
year it provides four $200 music scholar-
ships for young musicians to fu r ther 
develop their musical gifts. In 1999, 26 
persons submitted applications. It is a 
delight to announce the four recipients for 
this year's scholarships. 
Megan Benedict is a member of the Mt. 
Rock Brethren in Christ congregation in 
Shippensburg, Pa. Her music focus is with 
flute, piano and voice. Megan is active in 
the music programs of her church and 
school. She plans to use her scholarship 
to continue studying piano in order to 
serve God and the church more effective-
iy-
Sarah House is part of the Stayner 
Brethren in Christ congregation in Stay-
ner, Ont. Her music interest is piano. She 
uses her talent in accompanying church 
worship, Christmas productions, and 
music programs at her school. Sarah will 
use her scholarship for private piano 
lessons. She wants to be more involved in 
leading worship and accompanying wor-
ship singing. 
Andrew Shumaker is a member of the 
Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in Elizabethtown, Pa. His music gift 
is playing trumpet. Andrew is involved in 
a variety of music events both at the 
church and in his school. His scholarship 
will be used for addi t iona l t r u m p e t 
lessons. His future interest is in teaching 
trumpet. 
Natalie Thiesen is a member of the 
Summit View Brethren in Christ congre-
gation in New Holland, Pa. The French 
horn is Natalie's instrument of choice. She 
is involved in both vocal and instrumental 
music at her church and school. She will 
use her scholarship to do further study 
with the French horn. Her desire is to be 
equipped to help further the mission of 
the church. 
The church is enriched by the presence 
of so many gifted young people. We con-
gratulate the four who receive this year's 
scholarship awards. The Music Trust Fund 
is pleased to provide them with assistance 
in their continuing training. 
Dailey: Mary C. V. Dailey, born 
Mar. 31, 1903, daughter of leremiah 
and Annie M. Smith Dailey, died Aug. 
15. Nieces and nephews survive. She 
did domestic work for families in the 
Waynesboro area, and was employed 
for 25 years by W. H. Menchey. She 
was a member of the Fairview Ave. 
congregation, Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. John Fickett offi-
ciating. Interment was in Rose Hill 
Cemetery. 
Evans: Gladys R. Evans, born Jan. 
8,1930, in Teaneck, N.J., died Sept. 5. 
Surviving are her husband, Ralph H. 
Evans; a son, David S.; a grandson; 
and a sister, Lois Hanson. She was a 
homemaker, and worked for Lederie 
Laboratories and Mutual of New 
York Insurance Co. She was a mem-
ber of the New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa., where the service was held 
with Rev. Robert D. Verno officiat-
ing. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Gray: Floyd Andrew Gray, born 
Feb. 23, 1921, in Camp Hill, Pa., son 
of Charles and Emma Gray, died July 
29. Surviving are his wife, Mildred; 
and five children, Bill, Charles, Kay 
Wray, Ed, and Paula Seik. He was a 
member of the Fairview congrega-
tion, Pa., where the service was held 
with Rev. Jared Keefer officiating. 
Interment was in Rolling Greens 
Cemetery. 
Gutshall: Mark E. Gutshall, born 
Jan. 15,1915, son of Reuben and Lot-
tie Mentzer Gutshall, died Sept. 21. 
Preceding him in death were two sib-
lings. Surviving are his wife, Elva M. 
(Stayman); two daughters, Velva M. 
Morris and Shirley A. Tate; two 
grandchildren; two great-grandchil-
dren; and three sisters. He worked for 
50 years at Chambersburg Implement 
Co., and was well-known for his skill 
at fixing things. He was a member of 
the Antrim congregation, Pa., where 
the memorial service was held with 
Rev. Ky Searcy and Rev. Doris Barr 
officiating. 
Markley: Anna Viola Markley, 
born June 11, 1900, near Detroit, 
Kan., daughter of William and Eliza-
beth Page, died Sept. 17. Preceding 
her in death was her spouse, Preston 
H. Markley. Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Joyce Herr; 3 sons, Brian B„ Gor-
don, and Oliver; 11 grandchildren; 
and 14 great-grandchildren. She 
taught grade school in Dickinson 
County for several years. She had 
attended the Belle Springs and Bethel 
(Kans.) churches, and was a member 
of the Upland congregation, Calif. She 
taught music, started a bell choir at 
Upland, and was known for her gar-
dening and interest in missionaries. 
The memorial service was at Draper 
Mortuary Chapel with Rev. Robert 
Hempy and Rev. Alvin Burkholder 
officiating. Interment was in Belle-
view Mausoleum. 
Martin: Mary W. Martin, born 
Aug. 20,1910, in Garrett, Ind., daugh-
ter of Daniel and Sarah Brechbill 
Wagner, died Sept. 2. Surviving are 
her spouse, Paul H. Martin; a daugh-
ter, Nancy V. Bair; a son, Dennis W.; 
four grandchildren; and a sister, Viola 
Olinger. Mary had been a resident at 
Messiah Village since 1990. She was a 
nurse at Children's Hospital in Eliza-
bethtown, having graduated from 
Englewood Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in Chicago. She was a former 
member of the Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. The funeral service was 
at Miller Funeral Home with Rev. 
Elbert N. Smith officiating, and the 
memorial service at Messiah Village 
Chapel with Rev. C. Ronald Burgard 
officiating. Interment was in Mount 
Tunnel Cemetery. 
Nissley: I. Daisy Nissley, born 
Dec. 7, 1917, daughter of Harry and 
Ann Lehman, died Aug. 13. Surviving 
are her husband, Nelson K. Nissley; a 
son, Kerry; and a grandson. She was a 
beaut ic ian, and retired f rom 
Millersville University food service 
department after 17 years. She was a 
member of the Manor congregation, 
Pa. A graveside service was held at 
Grace United Methodist Church 
Cemetery with Rev. Robert Sheetz 
officiating. 
Peifer: Jeanette M. Peifer, born 
Mar. 4, 1918, daughter of Ralph and 
Florence Hinkle Myers, died Oct. 1. 
Her spouse, Don E. Peifer, preceded 
her in death. Surviving are a daughter, 
Donna J. Dvorak; two grandchildren; 
and a sister and brother. She was a 
resident at Messiah Village since 
November 1997. She retired as office 
manager of the Pennsylvania Cham-
ber of Commerce, and was an officer 
of various fraternal and civic organi-
zations. She was a member of the 
Messiah Village church. A graveside 
service was at Rolling Green Memo-
rial Park with Rev. Janet M. Peifer 
officiating. 
Sider: Jesse Raymond Sider, born 
Jan. 7,1909, son of Carlton and Mary 
Sider, died July 15. Preceding him in 
death were his wife, Lydia (Winger); a 
daughter, Anna Mae Fretz; and 6 sib-
lings. Surviving are his wife, Abbie 
Sider; a daughter, Ruth Schiedel; 2 
stepdaughters, Muriel vanDonkers-
goed and Betty Vandervecht; a son-
in-law, Lamar Fretz; 5 grandchildren; 
7 stepgrandchildren; 14-great-grand-
children; a brother, Edwin; and a sis-
ter, Irene. He had been a lifelong 
member of the Bertie congregation, 
Ont., a farmer, and a staunch sup-
porter of Niagara Christian College. 
The funeral was at the Bertie church 
with Rev. Harvey Sider, Rev. Ross 
Nigh, and Rev. Don Middlemiss offi-
ciating. Interment was in the church 
cemetery. 
Slaymaker: Mary S. Slaymaker, 
born Aug. 31,1909, daughter of Jacob 
E. and Mary Engle Shelly, died Aug. 
28. Her spouse, Clyde Slaymaker, pre-
ceded her in death. Surviving are four 
children, Clyde J., Roy L., Velma M. 
Steckley, and Mary E. Carnathan; 
nine grandchildren; and eight great-
grandchildren. Mary was a resident 
at Messiah Village. She was a home-
maker and operated a market stand 
for many years. She was a member of 
the Refton congregation, Pa., where 
the funeral was held with Rev. Daniel 
Keefer and Rev. lanet M. Peifer offi-
ciating. Interment was in New Provi-
dence Mennonite Cemetery. 
Todd: Brenden Alexander Todd, 
born May 4, 1988, son of Sandy and 
Janice Todd, died Oct. 9. Surviving 
with his parents are a sister, Allison; 
grandparents, Lloyd and Ruth Steck-
ley and Alexander and Isabel Todd; 
and aunts, uncles, and cousins. Bren-
den attended the Heise Hill congre-
gation, Ont., where his faith touched 
many lives. Officiating at the funeral 
were Rev. Mike Anderson and Rev. 
Isaac Flagg. Interment was in the 
church cemetery. [J] 
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Barnabus.com 
Challenging the "dark side' of the Net 
by Glenn A. Robitaille 
IM A G I N E the following scenario: Bill is a Chris t ian and an avid user of the internet . His involvement began casually with e-mail and 
research projects, b u t before long 
deter iorated into dozens of h o u r s and 
h u n d r e d s of dollars spent in the seedy 
lairs of in ternet po rn . 
Five years ago the risk of a commi t -
ted Christian being d rawn into sexual 
addict ion was minimal . O p p o r t u n i -
ties for such behaviors were countered 
by the risk of exposure. In order to 
indulge an aberrant tempta t ion , indi-
viduals had to chance being seen 
making a purchase or showing their 
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faces in places they would prefer it not 
be recognized. As pastors and coun-
selors all over the world are n o w 
abundant ly aware, such is no longer 
the case. Today a cur ious person can 
visit hell itself and leave n o one b u t 
God the wiser. 
For many, the anonymi ty of the net 
is proving to be a powerful adversary. 
Jobs are being lost, marriages are 
being ruined, and lives are being rav-
aged. For some, it is fascination with 
po rnography that is the lure; for o th -
ers, the casual and of ten dangerous 
relationships forged in chat rooms . 
But for all w h o find themselves caught 
in the internet "web," it is serious 
business. 
Sexual addict ions of ten go unt rea t -
ed. O n e reason for this is the g lamor-
ization of sexuality by ou r culture. 
With n y m p h s and satyrs being por -
trayed as heroic in the popular media , 
it is of ten difficult to br ing a sexual 
addict to the place of real awareness. 
For Christians, however, shame is 
probably the key player. O n e can sur-
vive all sorts of difficulties in the 
milieu of the church, bu t sexual fail-
ure has the potential to "lay one low." 
The perception exists that the stigma 
of sexual failure lasts a lifetime. 
Whe the r it is forgivable is less of a 
concern to mos t than whether it is 
forgettable. 
It was this part icular dynamic that 
provided the original impetus for the 
Barnabus Christ ian Counsel ing Net-
work. Cyberspace is a real place, and 
for better or worse, m o r e and m o r e 
people are deciding to take u p resi-
dence there. But unlike the real world, 
cyberpeople can become invisible and 
go to places they would never risk 
entering physically. Purveyors of 
internet filth prey on this possibility, 
and the n u m b e r of individuals being 
caught in their web grows daily. A 
recent s tudy of the data entered into 
various search engines revealed that 
fully eighty percent of the entries are 
a imed at finding sexual material. Yet, 
for those looking for a way out , the 
pickings are slim; and what opt ions 
do exist as counseling oppor tuni t ies 
are not equipped to br ing the healing 
perspective and power of Jesus Christ . 
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How is the church going to respond to this new chal-lenge? It is m y belief that the solut ion is as obvious as the 
problem: If anonymi ty is the "spoon 
that stirs the sauce, then anonymi ty 
could be the soap tha t cleans the 
spoon." 
T h e Barnabus Network is being 
h o n e d as a m a j o r offensive against the 
dark side of the net . An individual 
seeking help will be able to log on to 
<www.ba rnabus . com> in the privacy 
of his or her o w n h o m e , select a coun-
selor wi th the qualities desired and, 
for a reasonable fee, get help with a 
specific p rob lem. Barnabus has 
entered the wor ld of cyberspace to be 
a counter-offensive and to provide a 
safe haven for those w h o have been 
t rapped in the wor ld of the internet . 
We are m o d e r n missionaries w h o are 
redeeming this vehicle to the h o n o r 
and glory of God . 
The concept of counsel ing over the 
internet is n o t wi thou t its detractors. 
Object ions to the practice usually cen-
ter a r o u n d the loss of the visual com-
ponen t in counseling. At the recent 
gathering of the Amer ican Association 
of Chris t ian Counselors (AACC) in 
Nashville, Tenn., this was the ma in 
object ion heard at o u r very popu la r 
boo th . O n e 90 -minu te visitor was Dr. 
George Oschlager, ethicist and legal 
representative for AACC, w h o asked 
me to work with h i m in wri t ing a 
d o c u m e n t for use by AACC in identi-
fying the ethical imperatives required 
for those w h o counsel in this way. T h e 
lack of a "physical presence" in inter-
net counsel ing can be a concern in 
s o m e cases. However, the anonymi ty 
of the in ternet m e t h o d allows for a 
deeper level of disclosure on the par t 
of the counselee. T h e barriers to h o n -
esty are reduced, creating a m o r e 
t ransparen t counsel ing env i ronment . 
Like all f o r m s of counseling, the 
quality of the counsel ing is dependen t 
on the expertise of the counselor and 
the level of mot iva t ion for change in 
the counselee. Barnabus addresses the 
first concern by offer ing ongoing sup-
por t to counselors . Regular f o r u m s 
are scheduled for counselors to inter-
act in a secure chat env i ronment . 
Th rough sharing mutua l suppor t and 
encouragement , counselors gain pro-
ficiency in this new f o r m of therapy, 
and grow in their knowledge of treat-
m e n t opt ions. A daily newsletter is 
also sent electronically to all coun-
selors covering various subjects cur-
rently unde r discussion. 
Wi th respect to mot ivat ion for 
change in the counselee, the main 
barrier is a sense of safety. As trans-
parency deepens, the risk of rejection 
increases. For many, the possibility of 
experiencing this "loss of face" is over-
whelming. Since counselees will be 
voluntarily logging on to the network, 
we can assume that a measure of 
mot ivat ion for change is present. 
Therefore, the ma in obstacle to t rans-
lating that initial risk into a passion 
for change is the creation of a safe 
env i ronment where the t ru th can be 
told. The anonymi ty of the onl ine 
env i ronment increases the safety fac-
tor in ways previously u n k n o w n . 
While the Barnabus Network will 
be ideal for internet-related difficul-
ties, it is in no way limited to such 
issues. Counselors will have oppor tu -
nity to register to counsel in every area 
f r o m spiritual direction to depression, 
addictions, eating disorders, anxiety, 
etc. A series of basic tests are available 
onl ine and can be accessed wi thou t 
commi t t ing to seeing a counselor. 
They include the Beck Depression 
Inventory, the Thomas/Ki l lman Con-
flict M o d e Ins t rument , and tests deal-
ing with anxiety, stress, and overall 
health. 
The Barnabus Christ ian Counsel-
ing Network has been fo rmed to have 
an impact on the Kingdom of God. As 
its presence becomes m o r e and more 
k n o w n in the Christ ian communi ty , 
we are certain it will b r ing hope and 
encouragement to thousands . Please 
pray for <www.barnabus .com> in its 
mission to br ing hope and encourage-
m e n t online. 
Glenn A. Robitaille is president of Barnabus 
Christian Counseling Network. Former pastor of 
the Ashland Brethren in Christ Church, he lives 
in Ashland, Ohio. 
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Opening the 
WordofLife 
The Practice of 
Christian Thought 
On the last day of July my father died 
suddenly f rom a cardiac arrest, and my 
hurricane-paced world stood still for a 
while. It was like being in the eye of a 
storm. It was like having a t imeout in 
the game of life. After the initial crest of 
shock and grief, God seemed to pull me 
into a holy huddle. It was time to think 
abou t the game plan, the impor t an t 
things of life. Perhaps I had veered from 
the priorities that God expected f rom 
me. Time to stop and think. How iron-
ic that it takes a tragedy sometimes to 
stop us so God can get our attention. 
Ironic, but yet a blessing. In that huddle, 
God led me down a path of biblical rea-
soning. It goes a bit like this. . . 
In classic t ragedian d rama , Isaiah 
describes how idolatry is self-contradic-
tory. He laments that with one part of a 
log the idolater bakes bread and roasts 
meat (fuel), while with the other half he 
crafts an idol for worship. If the scene 
wasn't so sad, it would be humorous . 
O n e cou ld call Isaiah 44 a "Div ine 
Satire" in which the tragedy is expressed 
this way: "No one stops to think, no one 
has the knowledge or understanding to 
say.. ." (Isa 44:19). The flaw in the char-
acter of the Israelites of Isaiah's time sift-
ed to a lack of thought. This weakness 
brought them to ruin. But in a similar 
vein, Paul encourages the Philippians, 
and all Christians, to "think about such 
things" (Phil. 4:8). It appears that God 
wants his people to be thinkers. 
In this verse from Philippians, "think-
ing" is in the form of an active com-
mand. The verb implies more than just 
one thought and much more than a pas-
sive glance at something. Such thinking 
is a process, an ongoing affair in which 
the Chr i s t ian engages the ideas and 
behaviors of his world wi th the aim 
toward evaluation and, if possible, cor-
rec t ion . This p u r p o s e f u l , del iberate 
thought essentially portrays Christian 
meditation. Paul lists the content of this 
habit. We are to dwell on "whatever is 
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 
whatever is pure , whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable . . . anyth ing 
[which] is excellent or praiseworthy. 
(4:8). The emphas i s is on the word 
"dwell," and while another helpful study 
would involve exploring the definitions 
of these words, the focus here is on the 
mechanism, not the content. The thrust 
of the verb "thinking" is in doing it reg-
ularly and doing it often—the habit of 
thought. 
Just on the heels of this command to 
think follows another command from 
Paul: "Whatever you have learned or 
received or heard from me, or seen in 
me—put it into practice" (v. 9). Again, 
the verb is in the form of an active com-
mand , indicating more than a single 
behavior or action. The Greek word is 
prasso which, in the secular vernacular, 
meant "to be busy with" or "to pursue," 
and in a financial context it is often 
translated "to demand" or "to collect." 
In the New Testament one most regu-
larly f inds this word related to evil 
behavior, describing evil habits. While 
in many contexts prasso can be trans-
lated as describing a single behavior, its 
essential meaning (as well as the tense 
used here) seems to indicate the perfor-
mance of a behavior repeatedly, even 
habitually. As one of my teachers, with a 
bit of annoyance—and f rom my per-
spective, sadistically—would say, "Prac-
tice! Practice! Practice!" 
Thus we can safely conclude that God 
wants his people to develop a lifestyle of 
proper thinking and proper doing. Or, 
in o ther words , God wants us to be 
informed doers. We are to be people 
who live in the camp of truth, thinking it 
and doing it. Proverbially, it can be put 
this way: "It is not good to have zeal 
without knowledge, nor to be hasty and 
miss the way" (Prov. 19:2). And we must 
gently say with much contrition that the 
church hasn't done very well at it. We 
are more likely to be led than to lead. 
We are more likely to complain than to 
devise a godly alternative. The world is 
more likely to creep into the church than 
the church into the world. But this is not 
the plan of God for us. His desire is for 
Christians to be in the forefront of set-
ting the agendas of our day. Does the 
following verse describe us? "We demol-
ish arguments and every pretension that 
sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought 
to make it obedient to Christ" (2 Cor. 
10:5). 
We may begin to gain control in the 
" th ink ing war" on a persona l level. 
Remember, "Practice! Practice! Prac-
tice!" The more we study the Bible, the 
more we will understand it. The more 
we take time for prayer, the more we will 
know, appreciate, discern, and love God. 
The more we speak about Christ, the 
more audiences we will have and we will 
grow less timid. The more we partic-
ipate in church meetings, the more the 
things of Christ will become part of our 
lives. The more we resist temptation, the 
stronger we will grow. The more we con-
front Satan, the more he will flee. The 
more we cultivate fellowship, the more 
we will appreciate, sympathize with, and 
love our brothers and sisters. The more 
we exercise faith, the more we will learn 
to trust God. The more we practice the 
habit of Christian thinking and informed 
doing, the more we will influence our 
world for Christ. 
Alas, here is the rub. We must take 
t ime to do it. We need holy huddles, 
timeouts. It must be on our "to do" list. 
Let's put it in our Daytimers. The prob-
lem in Isaiah's day was that no one, it 
seems, cultivated the godly art of think-
ing and informed doing. The lament in 
Isaiah 44:19 not only mourns the lack of 
thought, but also the fact that no one 
stopped to do it. Their world controlled 
their agenda, and thinking about God, 
his laws, and how they applied was not 
part of it. 
Sometimes I wonder if we (me in-
cluded), without realizing it, are living a 
similar tragedy. Maybe we're not burn-
ing wood and building idols, but are we 
equally as guilty of going so fast that we 
don't have time to think? And perhaps 
because we haven't developed our Chris-
tian minds the way we should, we aren't 
informed doers but are just doers. And 
perhaps because we're just doers, we 
aren't doing the right things. 
Think about it. Pun intended. 
Ed Kessler pastors the Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church in Millershurg, Pa. 
30 Evangelical Visitor November/December 1999 
Emerson Lesher's article in the Septem-
ber Visitor struck a definite chord with me. 
Growing up, I too, remember the strong 
d i s t inc t ion being m a d e between the 
sacred/spiritual and the secular/worldly. I 
was not permitted to listen to popular 
music. I could not, nor did I feel it would be 
proper, to attend dances or go to movies. 
Later in life when I glimpsed films which 
captured recent periods of Americana, I 
began to realize that I definitely had not 
grown up "American" in the cultural sense. 
As early as my senior year in public high 
school, I made a speech entitled, "America 
is not a Christian Nation." I defined Chris-
tian as putting one's faith in Jesus and sub-
mitting to his Lordship, and I believed that 
this was not primarily true for most Amer-
icans or their leadership. 
While I was in college I asked whether or 
not a Christian could be a spy? Could a 
Christian be involved in deception, sub-
terfuge, gathering intelligence, or the covert 
aggression of such government organiza-
tions as the CIA? The question seemed to 
catch people off guard. 
I also strongly believed that Christians 
should not participate in the military. Can 
Christians ally themselves in this manner 
with a specific nation? Does not a Christian 
need to set aside national allegiances for 
a higher allegiance to an international 
church? If a Christ ian would become 
involved in armed conflict, should he or 
she kill other people who might be Chris-
tians, or kill those who would die without 
Christ? Should a Christian take an oath of 
unconditional obedience, as required by 
the military, to any authority other than 
Christ? How could a Christian surrender 
his or her conscience in this way? Should 
not he or she always sift the demands on his 
life through the precepts of Scripture? Is 
the army a Spirit-led, righteous institution? 
Which army, and from which nation? In 
the American Civil War, both armies 
thought God was on their side. If Chris-
tians should not kill for the cause of Christ 
(John 18:36), how could they kill for any 
lesser cause? 
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My husband and I have opted not to 
sing the national anthem for years because 
of its military content. We have encour-
aged our children not to say the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United State of 
America, because such allegiance belongs 
first and foremost to God (Exodus 20:3, 
James 5:12, Matthew 5:34-37). 
Often, I have questioned the church's 
historic relationship to the government. 
Should Christians, for example, have par-
ticipated in the American revolutionary war 
against King George III and the British Par-
liament? Romans 13 would seem to pre-
clude involvement in rebellions against 
established authorities. 
Several years ago Christians condemned 
the Oldahoma City bombing and the activ-
ities of self-styled militias. A number of 
years ago many Christians were outraged at 
the destruction of property by the Berrigans 
during the Vietnam War. Yet for many of 
these same critics, the Boston Tea Party was 
an act of great patriotism. Many would 
honor Paul Revere and the minutemen 
standing ready. 
During my college years I questioned 
the involvement of Christians in blockades 
or other coercive political tactics. Most 
Christians would renounce these tactics as 
having any biblical basis for personal inter-
actions. I would prefer rather the prophet-
ic stance toward government which would 
include preaching in any public forum, 
demonstrations, lobbying, and letter-writ-
ing. 
On the question of voting, I have had to 
ask myself whether I could vote for a Breth-
ren in Christ to be Commander in Chief of 
the U.S. armed forces? Should a Christian 
fulfill any office which enforces its author-
ity with lethal weapons? Indeed, should a 
Christian enlist the help of police officers 
since they might use lethal force? 
If I do vote, should I only vote in refer-
endums or should I also vote candidates 
into office? I have difficulty voting for peo-
ple I don't really know. Most times I believe 
candidates are placating a constituency 
rather than standing on principle. Voting 
for the perceived lesser evil is not very reas-
suring. Further, is it really right for the 
majority to foist its mandate on the whole 
populace as happens in a Republic such as 
ours? In short, should we rather allow God 
to raise up and cast down rulers according 
to his will? 
Since most Christians are not asking 
these questions, I believe the church as a 
whole will be unprepared for a time of 
choosing to "obey God rather than man" in 
the last days which lie ahead. 
Janna Book 
Rio Rancho, N.M. 
What shall we do 
with Jesus? 
continued from page 36 
tized h im with water. Mary wet his feet 
with tears. Pilate washed his hands of 
h im. A widow gave h im encourage-
ment . A boy offered h im lunch. One 
f r i e n d d e n i e d h i m . A n o t h e r f r i end 
betrayed him. Enemies whipped him, 
spit on h im, s tr ipped him. A nat ion 
despised him. God glorified him. 
Wha t will you do with Jesus? You 
have three choices. Like the thief who 
hung on his left, you can reject him. 
Like the thief who hung on his right, 
you can accept him. Or, like the Roman 
leader Felix, you can refuse to make up 
your mind about him. Bring h im out 
f r o n t w h e n y o u w a n t t o l o o k 
respectably religious. Stick him behind 
a bale of stable hay when you don't feel 
like dealing with him. 
I know a few Felixes—people who 
won ' t c o m m i t . They say, "I'll t h ink 
about Jesus later," never intending to 
think of him at all. The Felixes of the 
world had better make up their minds, 
because one day they will have to give 
an account of what they did with God's 
Son. Their answer will mean the dif-
ference between heaven and hell. 
One day every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord. Every knee. Your knee. My knee. 
Even Felix's knee. I don't intend to wait 
for some future day to bow my knee. 
I 'm going to do it today. Right now. 
Jesus! I give you center stage in the 
stable of my heart! I confess your name. I 
ask you to be Lord of my life. That, my 
friend, is what I will do with Jesus. 
What will you do with Jesus? 
Excerpt from Diapers, Pacifiers, and Other 
Holy Things by Lorraine Pintus, ChariotVictor 
Publishing. She contributes to many Christian 
magazines, speaks at conferences, and leads Hearts 
at Home Ministries marriage seminars with her 
husband. Used by permission. 
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Discipleship for the i 7 Century 
What kind of 
people ought 
we to be? 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
The title for this, my final article for 
this column, is the same question with 
which the c o l u m n was launched in 
1993. It's the question posed by the 
apostle Peter (2 Peter 3:11), as he was 
anticipating the cataclysm at the end of 
the age. 
T h i s c o l u m n was b e g u n by t he 
Board of Brotherhood Concerns (BBC) 
as a means of perpetuating among the 
Brethren in Christ a discipleship style 
which included the Lordship of Jesus, 
simplicity, compassion, communi ty , 
and reconciliation. This author was 
asked by that board to initiate the series. 
When the BBC was disbanded by Gen-
eral Conference of 1994, the editor of 
the Visitor invited me to continue the 
column under the auspices of the Visi-
tor. Litde did I realize in 1993 that I was 
beginning a 6 1/2 year journey. 
Along the way, I have been pleased 
to solicit writings f rom guest authors 
f r o m t ime to t ime. I thank each of 
them. 
I thank editor Glen Pierce for his 
encouragement, support, and advice. 
I thank the readers who offered affir-
mation, many in personal encounters, 
others in writing. And I thank those 
who showed interest and took the trou-
ble to take issue wi th s o m e t h i n g I 
wrote. They spurred me to prepare and 
write more carefully. 
I thank God for his mercy and grace 
toward me, in allowing me to be part of 
the kingdom of his dear Son, and to 
work for the advancement of that king-
dom. 
Any success of t h i s w o r k is 
attributable to the work of God and the 
influence and assistance of many of his 
people. The shortcomings are my own. 
I pray God bless the new publishing 
ventures of the Brethren in Christ, and 
those responsible to carry them for-
ward. 
Now back to the title of this essay: What kind of people ought we to be? 
The originators of the Brethren in 
Chr i s t f o u n d e d a rel igious society 
which forged a new blend of heartfelt 
personal acceptance of salvation through 
Christ's atoning work (Pietism) and 
careful obedience to God's revealed 
ways for living, as shown in the Scrip-
tures, especially by the life and teach-
ings of Jesus (Anabap t i sm) . They 
advocated a high view of new bir th—a 
personal experience of genuine conver-
sion which was then evidenced by a 
new life of careful discipleship. 
Whatever has been added by new 
emphases, or modified in response to 
chang ing social con tex ts in which 
Brethren in Christ people found them-
selves, we can do no better in the 21st 
century than to carefully nur ture the 
original blend of Pietism and Anabap-
tism. The Holy Spirit will help us apply 
that kind of Christian faith to our spe-
cific contexts, to produce lives which 
glorify God and bless fellow humans. 
Should we cease to maintain that blend, 
we lose the reason for maintaining a 
religious organization of our own. 
What kind of people ought we to be? 
I close with the apostle's own answer 
to his question, in the words of the NIV: 
You ought to live holy and godly 
lives as you look forward to the day 
of God and speed its coming. 
...make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless and at peace 
with him. ...be on your guard so 
that you may not be carried away 
by the error of lawless men and fall 
from your secure position. But 
grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior fesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and for-
ever! Amen. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a physician who lives 
in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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Dear Paul, 
As I write this, I am sitting in the 
lobby of the Bristol Place Hotel in 
Toronto. My colleague is thirty-five 
minutes late in joining me for an 
impor tant appointment , and I am 
trying hard to leave room for the 
many plausible reasons for the delay. I 
should have known better than to use 
this location as a point of rendezvous. 
Back in the middle seventies I spent a 
total of nine hours here over three 
separate occasions, waiting for a 
record producer who never came. His 
way of getting me off his back was to 
arrange appointments he never 
intended to keep while milking my 
benefactor dry. The m e m o r y just adds 
to my aggravation. 
Most of us have similar memories. 
We find ourselves reacting poorly to 
situations that really aren't that seri-
ous, and we are uncertain why we are 
doing so. Emotions that hitchhike on 
other emotions are usually more 
intense, and can cloud good judgment 
in a n u m b e r of ways. Anger, lust, and 
even guilt or shame can be triggered 
by events or circumstances that 
resemble something f rom our past. 
Learning to manage these emotions 
has been one of the great challenges of 
my life, and I have often failed. 
But, I a m happy to say, I have also 
made great strides. I have learned to 
run my intense emotions through the 
"data base" before accepting their sug-
gestions. I now decide whether an 
event I a m experiencing is worthy of 
intense feelings, or whether I a m 
being manipulated by my innate abili-
ty to remember what my m i n d has 
chosen to forget. It is much easier to 
settle down when I am aware of what 
the real issue is! 
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And, perhaps more importantly, it 
helps me to make better decisions for 
today. When I consciously reflect on 
the fact that today's decisions provide 
the material for tomorrow's baggage, I 
am encouraged to ensure that my 
willful contributions are pleasant 
ones. No experience is truly over 
when we've moved on; its emotional 
residue can revisit us t ime and time 
again. The best medicine is always 
that which never needs to be taken, 
having been preempted by "an ounce 
of prevention." Wisdom demands that 
we think before we act, and rethink 
before we react. It is only in learning 
this art that we are truly free to choose 
a response. Those who do not merely 
We all have 
phantom pains, 
reaching across the 
years, urging us to 
do battle with 
enemies that no 
longer threaten our 
lives. Through 
Christ we can 
recognize them, 
name them for who 
and what they are, 
and choose the 
best response. 
"set their sails" in the wind of their 
prevailing emotion. I have learned 
through experience that some chains 
remain long after the shackles have 
been removed. 
A quick glance at my watch, 
accompanied by a last perusal of the 
lobby confirms my original fear: I am 
late for my appointment , and my col-
league is nowhere to be found. I there-
fore choose to cancel my engagement, 
do lunch with a bag of chips and a 
candy bar, and go h o m e in a good 
mood. It is not a monumenta l victory. 
It will not go down in the annals of 
self-sacrifice or mar tyrdom. But it is 
the kind of victory that builds charac-
ter, cultivates a true Christian spirit, 
and gives evidence to real growth. In 
my own small way, I have entered the 
lion's den, and have survived. 
I remember hearing an interview 
with Dave Dravecki—a former major 
league pitcher who lost his a rm to 
cancer. He suggested that his greatest 
challenge was dealing with the "phan-
tom pains" that shot through his 
nonexistent arm. We all have phan-
tom pains, reaching across the years, 
urging us to do battle with enemies 
that no longer threaten our lives. 
Through Christ we can recognize 
them, name them for who and what 
they are, and choose the best 
response. Today it worked for me. For 
my friend's sake and mine, I 'm very 
glad it did! 
Your Reflective Friend, 
Onesimus 
This year's Onesimus (the 17th 
Onesimus, to be precise) was Dr. Glenn 
Robitaille, the former pastor of Ashland 
Brethren in Christ Church, and former 
church-planting pastor ofthe Covenant 
congregation in Pentanguishene, 
Ontario. He is the founder and presi-
dent ofthe internet-based Barnabus 
Christian Counseling Network. While 
developing this ministry, he has been 
serving as the interim pastor of Christ 
Chapel Brethren in Christ Church in 
Ravenna, Ohio. Glenn, along with his 
wife, Debra, resides in Ashland, Ohio. 
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Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care ofthe Visitor. P.O. Box A, 
Grantham. PA 17027. Letters to Onesimus 
may be published unless they are marked 
"Personal-Not for Publication." 
Focusing our Mission 
Our Ancient 
Future 
by John A. Byers 
It seems that our complex world 
demands more than a simple one-
word description. There are a growing 
n u m b e r of expressions that involve 
the use of two words such as black-
white or ancient-future. An example 
of ancient-future is seen in the ceiling 
of Denny's Classic Diners. They have a 
pattern and look of the old tin ceilings 
that were in an old farmhouse we 
lived in, yet it is made of material that 
is space age. 
Ancient-future is a dynamic of 
Brethren in Christ vision setting. We 
began the vision journey with the 
approving of a new doctrinal state-
ment in 1994. Since then there have 
been several study conferences that 
examined the roots of the denomina-
tion. We looked at the great biblical 
principles that fo rmed us, what new 
influences impacted us, and how they 
can be best expressed in the future. It 
is a process of reviewing our past in 
order to faithfully and effectively 
shape our future. 
It is obvious that the future will be 
different f rom the past. Its road, there-
fore, needs markers that are both 
firmly grounded but also adaptable 
and applicable. There is need for skill 
in managing uncertainty if we are to 
be assured of an effective ministry. 
We need to distinguish between what 
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is never to be changed and what is 
changeable. Vision and inspiration 
help mark the pathway. 
Thus, it is a necessary and impor-
tant process. Churches begin with a 
dream or vision. Simply stated, the 
Brethren in Christ dream was to be a 
people of God fully engaged in the 
process of living obediently and 
becoming increasingly Christ-like. 
That vision is the engine that drives 
our mission. Vigorous energy is pro-
vided for traveling the road to vision 
fulfillment. There is a point where the 
summit is reached—the goal is 
achieved. When that occurs there is a 
temptation to relax or recline. To yield 
to that temptat ion is fatal because 
reclining ultimately results in decline. 
Decline is that slippery slope that 
results in the "living death" of a con-
gregation/denomination; i.e. they 
exist but are ineffective in the trans-
formation of lives. The group is satis-
fied with "what is," or is unwilling to 
give the energy needed to keep the 
vision fresh. 
The task is to find a new spot for 
"taking o f f" on a new incline—secu-
lar thinking calls it jumping the curve. 
The point is to begin a fresh expres-
sion of our mission before the current 
one fails. Some would refer to it as 
"fixing it before it breaks." The easiest 
thing is to be lulled into complacency 
and set the auto-pilot. The speed of 
change, however, makes that idea an 
unaffordable luxury. It is a decision to 
stop being the church and become a 
monumen t . That is the motivation for 
setting a new vision for the Brethren 
in Christ. 
While we have excellent spiritual 
roots that can keep us fully on the 
path to godliness, we also live in a 
world that demands new ways to give 
expression to those ancient truths. 
Only then will people move f r o m the 
kingdom of darkness into the King-
d o m of Light. Our call is to remain 
anchored in the t ruth of our biblical 
origins while at the same t ime giving 
those truths a shape that is as life-
transforming now as it was over 200 
years ago. 
Our challenge is to be prepared for 
ministry in whatever situation life 
places us. Futurists claim that our 
ministry will no longer be constrained 
just by the present and future. We will 
live in a year designated by the calen-
dar but values and beliefs will often 
belong to a different t ime era than 
either of these. Then we are better 
prepared to bring the ancient and the 
future together in a meaningful 
expression that results in evangelism, 
discipleship and nurturing. 
John A. Byers is 
bishop of the Central 
Regional Conference 





250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
EDITORIAL 
In praise of 
candor 
(Revisited) 
. . .Candor is defined as a disposition to open-mindedness , a f r eedom f r o m bias, prejudice 
and malice. Its hal lmarks are fairness and impartiality. W h e n we are candid we speak honest-
ly, sincerely and plainly. . . . 
The Apostle Paul sets the s tandard and puts it in context. "Therefore each of you m u s t p u t 
off falsehood and speak t ruthful ly to his neighbor, for we are all m e m b e r s of one body" (Eph-
esians 4:25, NIV). Candor is not optional. For the health of the body of Christ, candor is a neces-
sity. As we strive to be m o r e open, m o r e honest and less wi thdrawn, ou r life together as f am-
ilies, as congregations, and as a b ro the rhood will blossom with new life and vigor . . . . 
Candor , of course, is no t the highest virtue. Earlier in Ephesians 4, Paul uses the phrase 
"speaking the t ru th in love!' O u r conversat ion—indeed, our thoughts and actions, t o o — 
m u s t be b o r n ou t of a genuine love and c o m m i t m e n t to the other person. We need to devel-
op a sense of p ropor t ion and propr ie ty which will help to guide our candor. Not everyone is 
prepared to hear some of our candid remarks. Love then helps to decide whether they should 
be expressed in that setting. 
For example, a senior church leader and I have discussed the extent to which controversial 
issues should be focused in the Visitor. We are both aware that I can tolerate a higher degree 
of varied opin ion in p r in t than can he. My f reedom and desire for m o r e candor in the Visitor 
m a y cause h i m (and others) considerable anguish. Wha t is more important? W h o needs to "go 
the second mile"?. . . 
Please be aware that effective 
December 1, responsibilities 
for the Visitor will be divided 
between two offices. 
EDITORIAL communica-
tions, including all items for 
publication such as articles 




P.O. Box A 
Grantham, PA 17027 




including renewals and 
address changes, should be 
sent to: 
Nancy Lentz 
Visitor Circulation Dept. 
P.O. Box 166 
Nappanee, IN 46550 





A s I p repa red to wri te this last editorial of 
LA 1999 and the last in my tenure as editor, I 
2. JL r e a d a g a i n m y f i r s t e d i t o r i a l , w h i c h 
appeared in the August 10, 1980, Visitor (and 
is excerpted above). Al though "In praise of 
candor" was in tended to aff i rm the f rank and 
open na ture of the debate at the 1980 Gener-
al Conference, it also served to articulate the 
underlying editorial policy of the Visitor. For-
tunately the Publication Board and its suc-
cessor, the Board for Media Ministries, recog-
nized the impor tance of the editor having a 
fair degree of journalist ic f r eedom in "speak-
ing the t ru th in love" with "propor t ion" and 
"propriety." Others will judge whether these 
goals were met in any significant way. 
In retrospect, I no d o u b t erred at t imes in 
d o w n p l a y i n g s o m e event or issue wh ich , 
a l though controversial, might have benefi ted 
f r o m a discussion in the magazine. O n the 
o ther hand , there are those w h o clearly felt 
that the edi tor on m o r e t han one occasion 
had fomented unnecessary controversy. I leave 
this analysis to historians as well. 
Twenty years ago, the invitation to serve 
as denominat iona l editor was no t an easy one 
to accept. At the t ime I was thoroughly enjoy-
ing m y work as Secretary of H o m e Ministries 
for Brethren in Chris t Missions. I certainly 
felt inadequate to follow John Zercher, w h o 
had died in August of 1979. But with a clear 
sense of God's leading, I took the job and our 
family moved to Nappanee in the s u m m e r of 
1980. I can say w i t h o u t equ ivoca t ion tha t 
God's sustaining care has been experienced 
daily since then. Actually, I've enjoyed editorial 
work so m u c h that it doesn' t seem possible 
this is the 255th issue of the Visitor for which 
I've been responsible. 
Some readers have asked, "Wha t will you 
do now?" The answer is, "I'll be able to focus 
on my other full-time job," which is managing 
Evangel Publishing House. Tha t assignment 
began in M a y 1997 with the resignation of 
ano the r staff member , and has presented a 
completely new set of challenges. In addi t ion 
to p rov id ing resources for the Bre thren in 
Christ Church, the publishing division has an 
expanding minis t ry of publ ishing Wesleyan 
a n d Anabap t i s t b o o k s for use in Chr i s t i an 
colleges and seminaries, as well as for pastors 
and laypersons. 
It is wi th sincere gra t i tude—to the Lord, to 
t h e board, to authors and columnists, to co-
workers in Nappanee, and to the readers of the 
Visitor—that I sign this last editorial . Ron 
Ross, recently named Associate of C o m m u n i -
cations, picks up responsibility for a redesigned 
Visitor beginning with the January/February 
2000 issue. Ron, I t rust that you enjoy your 
tenure of serving the Brethren in Christ Church 
in the area of communica t ions as m u c h as I 
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TH E TREE STOOD TALL AND PROUD, forty of Christmas memories adorning its branches. Twin-kle lights blinked cheerfully, illuminating silver icicles. Sweet pine perfumed the air. 
I stepped back to admire our work. Year after year, the 
thrill of t r imming the tree returned with a freshness that 
made my heart tingle. I was a little girl again, reliving the 
wonder of the season through the eyes of my children. 
"Mom, I've been waiting all day. Can we do it now?" 
Amanda pleaded. 
"Yes, honey. We can do it now," I said. 
"Yahoo!" Amanda jumped in the air with cheerleader 
enthusiasm. She tugged at her baby sister. "Come on, Meg! 
It's t ime to set up the manger." 
I pulled the rickety barn from the box and placed it on the 
table. Amanda unrolled a figure f rom a cotton m u m m y cas-
ing. Three of us sat around the table, stage managers reen-
acting the greatest moment in history. Oohs and aahs accom-
panied the unveiling of each character. Even the lowliest had 
a special role in the wondrous drama. 
Since this was Megan's first t ime to help, veteran manger-
setter-upper Amanda appointed herself director. "Mary and 
Joseph go in the middle of the stable." "The angel belongs on 
the roof." "The donkey goes outside." 
Finally, all the figures were in place. All but one. Megan 
and I hovered over Amanda as she carefully unwrapped the 
baby. She looked at the crowded stable. No room in the inn. 
She looked at me. 
"What shall we do with Jesus?" she asked. 
Simple question. Complicated answer. 
SINCE THE DEATH OF CHRIST 2,000 YEARS AGO, the world has been in turmoil over what to do with Jesus. The question has divided nations, toppled gov-ernments, ripped apart families. Like an earthquake, 
the question split the church into hundreds of pieces. Dazed 
worshipers wandered aimlessly among the rubble, reeling 
from the aftershocks that came each time the question was 
asked. Despite attempts at reconstruction, the building pro-
cess is on hold because workers still cannot agree on what to 
do with lesus. 
Angels adored him. Kings bowed before him. Nature 
revered him. Demons feared him. Children cheered him. 
Pious pagans steered clear of him. Sadduccees questioned 
him. Herodians harassed him. Pharisees hated him. The 
house of lairus laughed at him. His own family thought him 
insane. Peter's family thought him divine. Satan tested his 
humanity. The Holy Spirit proclaimed his deity. John bap-
continued on page 31 
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Please let us know your 
new address at least 
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